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FRAMELESS insulated steel building recently 
erected at North Washington, Pa., houses unat- 
tended dial equipment. Details of construction. 
Advantages of this type of building. Conduit 
type frame [supports central office equipment 


of private homes, in hallways of 


tended dial exchange equip- 

ment has been said to have 
originated with Roy Owens. Mr. 
Owens operated unattended sub- 
offices in Columbus, Ohio, in the 
early 1900’s. Some of these installa- 
tions were made in underground 
brick and concrete vaults, and dial 
telephone service was furnished for 
some time from these installations. 

The general development of the 
unattended dial exchange in rural 
districts or small communities can 
be said to date from the period just 
after the World War. 

One of the advantages claimed for 
this type of equipment was its 
adaptability to almost any type of 
housing. Many installations have 
been made in rented quarters, rooms 


Te: idea of operating unat- 


office buildings and lodge rooms, and 
in similar locations. These installa- 
tions have given years of good tele- 
phone service. 

A little later isolated buildings 
were constructed of frame, concrete 
blocks and frame _ construction, 
and brick and frame construction. 
Many satisfactory installations are 
operating in such buildings. 

Due to several unhappy expe- 
riences, there later arose a demand 
for a fire-resisting building. Such a 
building was erected in the fall of 
1933 by the Peoples Telephone Corp. 
in Prospect, Pa. A step-by-step un- 
attended dial installation was made 
at this location and put into service 
on November 1, 1933. 

This building consists of a nine- 





inch solid brick wall resting on a 
concrete footer. The floor was a five- 
inch concrete slab made in two sec- 
tions. The bottom section of three 
inches of concrete was covered with 
a waterproof asphalt membrane, and 
this membrane was covered with a 
two-inch layer of finished concrete. 
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This floor was later covered with 
3/16-inch battleship linoleum. 

A roof slab of concrete was car- 
ried on the wall by means of steel 
joists. The roof slab was cov- 
ered with a 20-year composition 
roof. The building contains no win- 
dows. 

This building is highly fire-resist- 
ing, and the telephone company suc- 
ceeded in getting an extremely low 
insurance rate. It was then discov- 
ered that the housing of unattended 
dial equipment in anything but fire- 


Frameless Steel Building at North Wash- 
ington, Pa., in Course of Construction with 
the Insulation in Place. 


construction was uneco- 
nomical. The saving in insurance 
premiums will amortize the addi- 
tional cost of fire-resisting construc- 
tion in from 6 to 15 years. When the 
cemparison is made with rented 
quarters, the annual charges will 
construct the required fire-resisting 
buildings in from 4% to 6 years. 
Conditions in other localities will 


resisting 


Conduit Type Frames In Place at North 
Washington, Pa., Before the Unattended 
Dial Equipment Was Installed. 
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produce other figures, of course, but 
without doubt fire-resisting con- 
struction should be considered be- 
fore a decision is made to use rented 
quarters or to construct a non-fire- 
proof building. 

Early in 1934, the People’s Tele- 
phone Corp. engineers became inter- 
ested in modern steel construction. 
After much investigation they suc- 
ceeded in having the Insulated Steel 
Construction Co. of Middletown, 
Ohio, design a frameless steel build- 
ing which was thought to be par- 
ticularly suited to use in housing 
unattended dial equipment. Such a 
building has been constructed at 
North Washington, Pa. 

This building was designed to con- 
tain an ultimate of 200 lines of 
equipment. Estimates were made of 
buildings of various sizes, and final- 
ly it was decided that a building 
having an inside width of 10 feet, 
an inside length of 16 feet, and an 
inside ceiling height of 10 feet, 
could be used to the greatest advan- 
tage. 

The construction of a smaller 
building would reduce the first cost 
very little. A larger building would 
seldom be required for this class of 
service. The dimensions allow plenty 
of aisle space and no crowding is 
necessary. Dial equipment for less 
than 60 lines is being installed in 
this building. 

The building is placed on a water- 
proofed concrete footer and floor 
slab, which are identical in con- 
struction to the Prospect building 
foundation previously described. The 
frameless steel wall sections were 
nailed to the foundation with spe- 
cial concrete nails after a bed of 
mastic had been prepared on the 
foundation to receive the wall sec- 
tions. 

The frameless steel wall sections 
are made of a single thickness of 
No. 20 gauge Armco steel formed in 
corrugations which are 2 inches deep 
and 8 inches in length. These sec- 
tions are covered with an asphalt 
compound for protection against 
rusting. 

This wall was manufactured in 
the American Rolling Mills Co.’s 
sheet mill in Butler, Pa., and was 
fabricated in six sections in the 
mill. Each side wall was in two sec- 
tions and the rear and the front of 
the building were each in a sepa- 
rately fabricated section. These sec- 
tions were securely fastened to one 
another with Parker-Kalon §self- 
tapping sheet metal screws. 

The roof and ceiling sections -were 
made of No. 20 gauge Armco steel 
and are so constructed as to form a 
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continuous flat surface above and 
below. The distance between these 
top and bottom surfaces is 5% 
inches. This steel box is divided by 
steel partitions on 8-inch centers. 

In reality, the roof and ceiling 
section is constructed of adjacent 
steel boxes having a length equal to 
the width of the building, a height 
of 5% inches, and a width of 8 
inches. The boxes are open, of 
course, for their entire length. The 
roof and ceiling were fabricated iy 
the mill in two sections. 

The wall and the roof were deliy- 
ered to the job from the mill by 
truck, only one truck load being nec- 
essary for both wall and roof 
tions. 

The roof and ceiling sections were 
placed inside the wall sections after 
the wall sections had been erected. 
The roof and ceiling sections rested 
upon a steel moulding one inch deep 
and three inches high. This steel 
moulding had been securely fastened 
to the wall section with sheet metal 
screws. Additional screws held the 
roof and ceiling section in place and 
to each other. 

After the wall section and the ceil- 
ing and roof section had been erect- 
ed, the entire outside surface was 
covered with one inch of insulation 
board. This insulation was fastened 
to the wall and roof with Parker- 
Kalon hardened screw nails. Just 
prior to placing the insulation, the 
outside wall corrugations were 
broken up into 8-inch sections by 
wedging insulation board across the 
width of the corrugations. 

When the insulation had 


sec- 


been 


Rear View of North Washington Steel 
Building Showing Power Meter, Cable En- 
trance and Copper Down Spout. 
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The Completed Steel Automatic Exchange 
Building of the Peoples Telephone Co. at 
North Washington, Pa. In the Center Is 
Seen L. L. Ruggles, Assistant Chief Engi- 
neer, and to the Right A. W. McRae, of 
the Automatic Electric Co., Chicago, Ill. 


erected the aluminum wall bead 
which is designed to hold the out- 
side enameled steel sheet, was placed, 
starting just above the ground line. 
This wall bead encircles the building 
in horizontal rows. The rows are 
placed the proper distance apart to 
receive the enameled steel wall sheets 
and corner details. 

Over the insulation on the roof 
was placed a 20-year composition 
roof. 

A sectional copper cornice was 
then placed over the top of the wall, 
covering the upper edge of the 
enameled steel and the upper edge 
of the roof flashing. The roof drains 
through a 4-inch copper downspout 
at the center of the rear of the 
building. 

The inside of the wall was cov- 
ered with No. 16 gauge automobile 
sheet fastened in place with self- 
tapping sheet metal screws. The in- 
side wall and ceiling were finished in 
aluminum. 

Both natural gas and electric me- 


View of North Washington Building 
Showing Installation of Aluminum Clip 
Strip to Hold Enameled Strips in Place. 
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ters were placed on the outside rear 
wall of the building. 

This building is wired with flex- 
ible metal conduit which was placed 
in the wall corrugations, through the 
ceiling moulding and through the 
horizontal openings in the steel roof. 
This wiring was placed before either 
the insulation or the inside steel 
sheets were erected. 

In addition to being highly fire- 
resistant, this building is considered 
to be superior to a brick building in 
that it is more free from dust. The 
walls and roof of the building have 
a coefficient of conductivity of heat 
of .19, equivalent to an 18-inch brick 
wall. The building is grounded and 
constitutes an electrostatic shield, 
aiding in the elimination of radio 
interference. 

After considering the advantages 
of the steel building it was decided 
that a metal casing was not required 
for telephone equipment installed in 
such a building. 

Telephone company engineers then 
designed a frame of hollow tubing 
to carry the central office equipment. 
Most of the wiring is run through 
the tubing. 

Commercial power wires are car- 
ried from the steel wall through a 
conduit to the framework which sup- 
ports the rectifier and through this 
framework to the rectifier. Wires 
are carried through the battery rack 
framework from the rectifier to the 
battery. Wires run through the bat- 
tery rack frame and through the 
shelf frame, carry the battery cur- 
rent to the power shelf. 

The entrance cable is carried from 
the outside of the building through 
a tubing to the cable terminal 
blocks, which are located at the rear 
of the protectors and just above the 
line switches. This tubing is part of 
the shelf frame. 

The protectors are wired by short 
cables to the line switches which are 
directly below. From the line 
switches the cabling is carried to 
the connector banks. 

Wiring between the Strowger 
switches and the repeaters and the 
power shelf is run through the tub- 
ing of the frame. 

This manner of mounting has 
eliminated the casing, which is not 
thought necessary in this type of 
building, has reduced the cost of 
labor for installing, and has given 
an installation that is expected to 
be much more easily routined and 
maintained. 

This type of frame permits access 
to the equipment both in the front 
and in the rear, all switches and 
apparatus being mounted on one side 
of a frame only. 
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The special frames were built in 
the shop of the telephone company. 
The dial telephone equipment was 
furnished by the American Auto- 
matic Electric Sales Co. 

The building is heated with a No. 
65 vented Reznor circulator. This 
is a gas heater equipped with a fan. 
The gas is burned inside a radiator 
which is connected to a flue. The 
electric fan forces the air over the 
outside of the heated radiator. 

This heater is equipped with a 
thermostat which can be adjusted to 

















































Brick and Steel Building at Prospect, Pa., 
Which Houses Unattended Dial Equipment 
of the Peoples Telephone Corp. of Butler. 


maintain a temperature within the 
limits of 40 degrees and 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit. When the building is 
unoccupied the temperature is kept 
at 40 degrees. While employes are 
working in the building, the ther- 
mostat is set to maintain a tempera- 
ture of 70 degrees. A thermostat fan 
control operates the electric fan while 
the radiator has a temperature in ex- 
cess of 100 degrees. The fan does not 
start when (Turn to page 11.) 



































View of Conduit Type Frames at North 
Washington, Pa., After Installation of Un- 
attended Dial Equipment. 
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Roy McCanne Passes On 


W. Roy McCanne, president and 
general manager of the Stromberg- 
Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. and for 
years a director and member of the 
executive committee of the United 
States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation, passed away at his home in 
Rochester, N. Y., November 5, 
after a slight cerebral hemor- 
rhage. At the time of his death, 
at the age of 55 years, he had 
been connected with the Indepen- 
dent industry for 37 years. 

The announcement of his 
death came as a shock to every- 
one. Although Mr. McCanne had 
not been in good health for the 
past few years, his condition was 
not considered serious. Two days 
before his demise he had suffered 
a slight cerebral hemorrhage, 
from which he apparently recov- 
ered. Then suddenly he experi- 
enced a relapse which resulted 
in his death within a few hours. 

One of the country’s most able 
and popular industrial execu- 
tives, Mr. McCanne’s passing will 
leave a lonesome place in the 
hearts of his many friends and 
associates in the manufacturing 
as well as in the Independent 
telephone operating field. Com- 
petitors as well as friends and 
associates greatly admired and 


many of his employes. His friendly 
smile or kindly word will be missed 
by the hundreds of employes of the 
Rochester factory, of whom he knew 
so many. 

Mr. McCanne was born in Jackson- 
ville, Mo., December 29, 1878, and 


Mr. McCanne was largely respon- 
sible for the reorganization of the 
Stromberg-Carlson company in 1914, 
becoming treasurer and general man- 
ager of the reorganized corporation, 
Ten years later he was elevated to 
the position of president and general 

manager in recognition of the 
outstanding ability he had shown 
as an executive and his untiring 
devotion in the upbuilding of one 
of the largest and strongest In- 
dependent telephone manufactur- 
ing companies in the industry. 

During the past 10 years, un- 
der the direction of its able pres- 
ident, the Stromberg-Carlson 
company has become, in addition 
to its telephone manufacturing 
attainments, one of the foremost 
manufacturers of high - grade 
radio sets and equipment. Always 
a lover of good music and con- 
fident that other music lovers 
would welcome a radio instru- 
ment that overcame the limita- 
tions of existing receivers, it was 
under his personal supervision 
that the _ recently-announced 
Stromberg-Carlson high fidelity 
receivers were developed. 

As an indirect means of ad- 
vertising Stromberg-Carlson ra- 
dio receiving sets the company 
has, for a number of years, been 
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respected Mr. McCanne. His fine 
personality, his convincing sin- 
cerity and his outstanding abil- 


operating broadcasting station 
WHAM at Rochester, one of the 
best-equipped stations in New 


W. Roy McCanne, Active Head of the Strom- 
berg—Carlson Organization for the Past 20 Years 
and a Prominent Figure in Independent Tele- 
phone Industry, Died November 5 as a Result 


ity made friends for himself and 
his organization everywhere. 

The present great structure of 
the Stromberg-Carlson organization, 
with which Mr. McCanne had been 
affiliated for the past 28 years, is 
declared by his associates to stand as 
a monument to his industry, fore- 
sight and business acumen. Not only 
did Mr. McCanne conceive and work 
out big things himself, but he chose 
his captains and lieutenants wisely 
and inspired his entire organization 
to attain a high standard of cooper- 
ation and performance. 

Mr. McCanne was quick to render 
acknowledgment for work well done 
and to give due credit to the various 
members of his organization for new 
ideas which they originated. He al- 
ways showed his appreciation for the 
intelligent and loyal cooperation of 
the large staff of employes of the 
Stromberg-Carlson organization. 

Visitors to the Stromberg-Carlson 
factory were frequently surprised to 
see the president of that organiza- 
tion greet by their first hames so 


of a Cerebral Hemorrhage. 


attended the grade and high schools 
of St. Louis, Mo. With a keen inter- 
est in things electrical, the young 
McCanne began his business experi- 
ence in the office of Charles H. Led- 
lie, a prominent civil and electrical 
engineer of that city. He assisted 
in the construction and operation of 
the Kinloch Telephone Co.’s_ ex- 
changes in St. Louis and its suburbs 
and its toll lines in Illinois and Mis- 
souri. He also assisted in the in- 
stallation of many other exchanges 
and telephone systems throughout 
the Middle West. 

In 1905 Mr. McCanne went to 
Rochester, N. Y., where he was con- 
nected with the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Co. The follow- 
ing year he became affiliated with the 
Stromberg-Carlson organization, as 
treasurer and director, which con- 
nection endured with but one brief 
interruption of two years until his 
death this week. 
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York state. 
Mr. McCanne was for years a 
trustee of the Rochester Tele- 
phone Corp. of Rochester, N. Y., and 
had not only been keenly interested 
in its operating problems but in 
those of other operating companies 
as well. 

He served as director and member 
of the executive committee of the 
United States Independent Telephone 
Association for some 10 years. At the 
annual convention of the association, 
last July, he retired and George A. 
Scoville, vice-president of the Strom- 
berg-Carlson company, was elected a 
director and a member of the execu- 
tive committee to succeed him. 

Mr. McCanne was one of the orig- 
inal members of the Independent Pio- 
neer Telephone Association of the 
United States. 

During the World War, he was 4 
member of Rochester’s Community 
Labor Board and, in addition, was 
chairman of the signaling apparatus 
committee appointed by the War In- 
dustries Board and was a division 





spon- 
' the 
1914, 
man- 
ition. 
2d to 
neral 
' the 
hown 
iring 
f one 
t In- 
ctur- 
ry. 

. un- 
pres- 
rlson 
lition 
uring 
2most 
grade 
lways 
| con- 
lovers 
istru- 
mita- 
it was 
vision 
unced 
delity 


f ad- 
m ra- 
npany 
, been 
tation 
of the 

New 


pars a 

Tele- 
’., and 
rested 
ut in 
panies 


ember 
of the 
»phone 
At the 
jation, 
rge A. 
Strom- 
ected a 
execu- 
le 
e orig- 
nt Pio- 
of the 


was 2 
munity 
n, was 
yaratus 
lar In- 
ivision 


November 10, 1934. 


chairman of committeemen on all of 
Rochester’s Liberty Loan drives. 

He recently came into the national 
spotlight when the Radio Manufac- 
turer’s Association named him, with 
Fred D. Williams of Indianapolis, to 
confer with officials in charge of 
President Roosevelt’s industrial con- 
trol program relative to the radio in- 
dustry. His message to Washington 
relative to. the industry control bill 
was read in the Senate last year by 
Senator Borah of Idaho in defending 
his anti-trust amendment to the 
measure. 

The reputation of being one of the 
foremost of the public-spirited citi- 
zens of Rochester, N. Y., had been 
enjoyed by Mr. McCanne. During his 
office as president of the Rochester 
Chamber of Commerce, in 1921, he 
did much to place Rochester in its 
acknowledged leadership among pro- 
gressive American cities. He was 
also a director of the Rochester Gas 
& Electric Corp. and of the Roches- 
ter Trust & Safe Deposit Co. 

He is survived by his wife, Minnie 
Lee McCanne; a son, Lee McCanne, 
and two grandchildren, Roy and Sal- 
lie McCanne of Rochester; his 
mother, Mrs. Alice McCanne of 
Cairo, Mo., and a brother, Oval Mc- 
Canne of St. Louis, Mo. 
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The Independent telephone indus- 
try suffers a keen loss in the passing 
of W. Roy McCanne. He was prob- 
ably the most beloved and respected 
man in high position in the Inde- 
pendent telephone field and none men- 
tioned his name except to say good 
of him. “There was none better 
than Roy McCanne”’ is a tribute to 
which all who knew him sincerely 
subscribe. 

Members of TELEPHONY’S staff 
join with his countless friends, in op- 
erating and manufacturing branches 
of the industry, in extending their 
sympathy to his bereaved family and 
his intimate associates in the Strom- 
berg-Carlson organization. 
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A STEEL BUILDING 


FOR DIAL EXCHANGE 
(Concluded from page 9.) 
the gas is turned on, but is off until 
the radiator is warm. The fan also 
continues to run for some time after 
the gas has been shut off, stopping 
after the radiator is cooled. 

The heater is equipped with a pilot 
which ignites the gas when it is 
turned on by the thermostat. A 
thermostatic throttle feeds gas to 
this heater while the pilot light is 
burning. If the gas pressure fails, 


The Operators’ Corner 


By MRS. MAYME WORKMAN 


Trafic Supervisor, The Illinois Telephone Association, Springfield, III. 


CONTINUED instruc- 
tions in the holding 
and releasing of toll cir- 
cuits. Series No. 168 


Resuming our instruction last 
week, after you have cut out of a 
connection, if an order to AG (dis- 
tant place) is received, say, “Right,” 
ring, throw the listening key to the 
monitoring position, and remain cut 
in until the distant office has an- 
swered and received a response from 
the calling operator. However, at 
the end of 30 seconds, if you have 
received no answer, proceed in ac- 
cordance with the instruction given 
in last week’s column. 

If a second order to AG (distant 
place) is received before you have 
completed your efforts to obtain an 
answer on the toll circuit or ring- 
down trunk, say: “I am trying to 
get them. One moment, please?” 

After a call, report, or order has 


been passed, the time allowance for 
holding the toll circuit waiting for 
an answer from the called station or 
for a report or order is three min- 
utes. However, if the number of 
the called telephone is obtained from 
the information operator or another 
special operator, the time allowance 
is computed anew from the time this 
number was passed to the TTC op- 
erator. 

After the called station has been 
reached, the time allowance for hold- 
ing the toll circuit waiting for a re- 
port or for the called party to come 
to the telephone is three minutes for 
a direct circuit and five minutes for 
a built-up circuit. If you are re- 
ferred to another telephone, the time 
allowance is computed anew from 
the time this number was passed to 
the TTC operator. If the calling 
party gives supplementary instruc- 
tions concerning the call, the time 
allowance is computed anew from 
the receipt of such instructions. 

After a WH report or a report 
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Typical Wall Section of Steel Building at 
North Washington, Pa., Which Houses Un- 
attended Dial Equipment. 


the thermostatic throttle cools and 
closes the opening to the burner and 
the pilot. The thermostatic pilot 
must be heated before the gas can 
again be lighted. 

This heater was built by the Rez- 
nor Mfg. Co. of Mercer, Pa., to the 


telephone company’s specifications. 


requiring further instructions from 
the calling party has been obtained, 
the time allowance for holding the 
circuit waiting to reach the calling 
party to complete the call or to se- 
cure further instructions, is three 
minutes from the time you asked 
the called station to hold the line 
or the TTC operator to hold the 
circuit. 
Questions from Illinois Operators 
1. If a person places a call, making 
it a person-to-person call and 
you think he wants it a station- 
to-station call, should you ask 
him if he wants to personally 
talk to a certain party or just 
the residence? 
If the words “2nd request” are 
received with the WH report, 
how should you proceed? 
If a subscriber’s call has been 
cancelled, is it right to call him 
back and ask if we should try 
the call again? 
If a call is held for AG the fol- 
lowing day, is the AG time put 
on the front or back of the 
ticket? 
Should the local or county oper- 
ator count a call that is trans- 
ferred from a local to a rural 
position? 
For the answers to these traffic 
questions, please turn to page 26. 





W. H. Bryant, of Mobile, Ala., 

Field Agent of the National Asso-— 

ciation, Has Labored Energetically 

to Promote Organization of New 
State Associations. 


Independent telephone associa- 

tions have been organized in 
Kentucky, West Virginia and Vir- 
ginia through the cooperation of 
President F. B. MacKinnon of Chi- 
cago, Secretary-Treasurer Chas. C. 
Deering of Des Moines, Iowa, and 
Field Agent W. H. Bryant, of Mobile, 
Ala., of the United States Indepen- 
dent Telephone Association. 

The need for closer cooperation 
among Independent telephone com- 
panies of every state was emphasized 
by Mr. MacKinnon at the national 
convention held in Chicago last July. 
Announcement was also made of the 
association’s plan to organize asso- 
ciations in those states at present 
unorganized in which there is a large 
representation of Independent com- 
panies. 

The recent meetings in the three 
southern states of Kentucky, West 
Virginia and Virginia represent the 
association’s initial endeavors in the 
carrying out of this purpose of more 
strongly organizing the industry. 

At all of these meetings was 
evinced a fine spirit of cooperation 
and a recognition of the need of a 
state Independent telephone associa- 
tion. All of those present indicated 
their determination to secure the 
membership of as many Independent 
telephone companies as possible and 
to that end very low minimum fees 
were provided for. 


DD iteere the past several weeks 


Kentucky Association Organized 


The Kentucky meeting was held 
Thursday and Friday, October 25 
and 26 at the Brown Hotel in Louis- 
ville, with a registration of about 40 


New State Independent 


interested telephone men. At the 
opening meeting, Thursday morning, 
Chas. C. Deering, secretary of the 
national association, told of the bene- 
fits of state and national telephone 
organizations and pointed out the 
particular needs for a state organiza- 
tion in Kentucky. 

After a general discussion and 
the appointment of an organization 
committee consisting of the follow- 
ing telephone men, the morning ses- 
sion was adjourned: Kelly McNish, 
of Ashland; Gilbert Lewis, of Scotts- 
ville; M. F. Byrne, of Brooksville; N. 
B. Shely, of Lexington; M. D. Shain 
of Clarkeson; John Bircher, Jr., of 
Brandenburg; John Rafferty, of 
Knifley; D. P. Newell, of Maysville; 
B. H. Peipmeier, of Somerset. 


At the afternoon meeting the as- 
sembly acted upon the recommenda- 
tions of the organization committee 
that the Kentucky Independent Tele- 
phone Association be declared organ- 
ized with the following officers: 
President, C. H. Moore, of Glasgow; 
vice-presidents, J. A. Sullivan of 
Lexington, John Bircher, Jr., of 
Brandenburg, and D. P. Newell of 
Maysville; secretary-treasurer, L. R. 
Mathews of London. 


Mr. Moore is district manager of 
the Southern Continental Telephone 
Co., which operates 18 exchanges in 
Tennessee and 35 in Kentucky. 

These officers were declared to con- 
stitute an executive committee and 
instructed to draft a constitution for 
presentation at the next meeting of 
the association, to be fixed by the 
committee. 

Wilbur K. Miller, chairman of the 
Kentucky Public Service Commis- 
sion, presented an interesting and 
helpful address at the afternoon ses- 
sion of the convention. The day’s 
program was concluded with a din- 
ner in which all participated with en- 
joyment while they availed them- 
selves of the opportunity of getting 
better acquainted with their neigh- 
bors and co-workers. 

Friday morning, October 26, the 
new Kentucky association held the 
final session of its organization meet- 
ing, with a general discussion of its 
problems and those of its member 
companies, which was participated in 
by many of those present. 

The consensus of opinion among 
the 30 telephone men assembled at 
the Daniel Boone Hotel, Charles- 
town, West Va., on Monday and 
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Tuesday, October 29 and 30, was that 
there was a definite need for « tele- 
phone association in their state and 
that one should be organized. 


The West Virginia Meeting 


Accordingly the following organ- 
ization committee was selected, at the 
Monday morning session, after a dis- 
cussion of the duties and functions 
of such an organization: C. J. Mc- 
Mahon, of Wayne; H. H. O’Neal, of 
Oakhill; W. A. Pankey, of Bluefield; 
G. L. Hively, of Walton; J. M. Baer, 
of Marlinton; and G. E. Todd, of 
Cameron. 

When the meeting was called to 
order at the afternoon session the 
organization committee recom- 
mended that an organization, to be 
known as the West Virginia Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association, be 
formed, presented a constitution for 
adoption and recommended that the 
following officers be chosen for the 
ensuing year: 

President, J. M. Baer, of Marlin- 
ton; H. H. O’Neal, of Oakhill; and 
C. J. McMahon of Wayne. Mr. Baer 
is manager of the Pocahontas Tele- 
phone Co., with exchanges at Cass, 
Frankford, Hillsboro and Marlinton. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted and the birth of the new 
association proclaimed. 

An inspiring address of encourage- 
ment and well wishes for a success- 
ful organization was presented by 


W. A. Pankey, General Manager, 
Bluefield (W. Va.) Telephone Co., 
Was One of the Active Organizers 
of the West Virginia Association. 





Associations Organized 


THREE STATE associations organized under 
sponsorship of United States Independent Tele- 


phone Association—in Kentucky, West Virginia 


and Virginia. 


South Carolina association to be 


organized at meeting in Columbia on November 23 


Judge John J. D. Preston, of Charles- 
ton, chairman of the West Virginia 
Public Service Commission. A good 
talk was also made by Dr. C. L. 
Jones, of Athens, Ohio, a past presi- 
dent of the Ohio Independent Tele- 
phone Association. 

Among others who assisted the 
West Virginia Association in “get- 
ting started on the right foot” were 
A. Bliss McCrum, secretary and gen- 
eral manager of the West Virginia 
Utilities Association, and W. A. Pan- 
key, of Bluefield, W. Va., general 
manager of the Bluefield Tele- 
phone Co. 

The dinner meeting in the evening 
was a delightful affair and was thor- 
oughly enjoyed by everyone present. 

The final session of the West Vir- 
ginia meeting, held Tuesday morn- 
ing, was devoted in the main to a 
discussion of the details involved in 
the building up of the association’s 
membership. All of the telephone 
men present expressed a willingness 
to actively solicit memberships in 
their respective territories. 

C. J. McMahon, newly-elected sec- 


B. L. Fisher, President of the Lee 

Telephone Co., Martinsville, Va., 

Was Chosen President of the Vir- 
ginia State Association. 


retary and treasurer of the organiza- 
tion, and general manager of the 
Wayne (West Va.) Telephone Co., is 
very optimistic with reference to the 
future of the organization. He states 
that he expects the association to be 
able to line up all of the 100 Inde- 
pendent companies of the state in 
this organization. The next meeting 
will be held in Clarksburg at a time 
to be announced in the near future. 


Virginia Association Organized 


President F. B. MacKinnon of the 
national association presided at the 
meeting at the John Marshall Hotel 
in Richmond, Va., on Thursday and 
Friday, November 1 and 2, called for 
the purpose of organizing an Inde- 
pendent telephone association in that 
state. Mr. MacKinnon, with the as- 
sistance of Secretary-Treasurer 
C. C. Deering of the national organ- 
ization, explained to the 30 odd tele- 
phon men who were there assem- 
bled, the purposes and benefits of 
state association work and told 
something of the activities of the 
United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association. 


The discussion which ensued indi- 
cated that the consensus of opinion 
among the Virginia telephone men 
present was strongly in favor of the 
organization of a Virginia Indepen- 
dent Telephone Association. After 
the selection of the following organ- 
ization committee the morning ses- 
sion was declared adjourned: W. N. 
McAnge, Jr., of Bristol; J. S. Wiley, 
of Lorton; E. B. Fitzgerald, Jr., of 
Gretna; Charles C. Ward, of Char- 
lottesville; and F. C. LaPrade, of 
Martinsville. 

At the afternoon session the or- 
ganization committee recommended 
that the Virginia Independent Tele- 
phone Association be organized with 
the following officers: 

President, B. L. Fisher, of Mar- 
tinsville; vice-president, Charles C. 
Ward, of Charlottesville; and secre- 
tary-treasurer, G. Fred Switzer, of 
Harrisonburg. Mr. Fisher is presi- 
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W. WN. McAnge, Jr., of Bristol, 

Served as Member of the Commit- 

tee Appointed to Organize the Vir— 
ginia Association. 


dent of the Lee Telephone Co., 
which operates five exchanges in 
North Carolina and five exchanges 
in Virginia. He is a director of the 
national association. 

The committee also recommended 
that the board of directors consist of 
these officers and R. M. Coggin, of 
Warsaw; J. S. Wiley, of Lorton; W. 
A. Pankey, of Bluefield (W. Va.), 
and W. N. McAnge, Jr., of Bristol. 

The organization committee re- 
ported, further, that it had instructed 
Vice-President Charles C. Ward to 
prepare a constitution and present it 
for approval at the next meeting. 

The recommendations of the or- 
ganization committee were unani- 
mously adopted and the officers were 
instructed to incorporate the newly- 
organized Virginia Independent Tele- 
phone Association. 

An exceedingly helpful and inter- 
esting address was presented by Les- 
ter Hooker, of Richmond, chairman 
of the Virginia Corporation Commis- 
sion. A. L. Geiger, of Washington, 
D. C., general attorney of the na- 
tional association, discussed the de- 
preciation problems which member 
companies are facing in connection 
with the preparation of tax returns 
for filing with the United States In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau. 

e . * 


Meeting to Organize 


South Carolina Association 

A meeting will be held at the Jef- 
ferson Hotel, Columbus, S. C., the 
latter part of this month, for the 
purpose of organizing the South 
Carolina Independent Telephone As- 
sociation. This meeting is being 
sponsored by the United States In- 
dependent Telephone Association. 





Suggested Depreciation 
Changes Filed With FCC 


HE United States Independent 

| Telephone Association on Oc- 

tober 31 filed with the Fed- 

eral Communications Commission in 

Washington, D. C., suggestions rela- 

tive to changes in the accounting 

and depreciation procedure for the 

telephone companies as provided in 

orders Nos. 7 and 7-A of the com- 
mission. 

In the association’s memorandum 
filed in behalf of its member com- 
panies by President F. B. MacKin- 
non and General Attorney Alfred L. 
Geiger, are comments upon and sug- 
gestions relative to the reports of 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion in Docket No. 25705. The asso- 
ciation suggests that amendments be 
made to the “Uniform System of Ac- 
counts for Telephone Companies” 
made effective January 1, 1933, by 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
to harmonize it with the communica- 
tions act of 1934. 

There will be a public hearing by 
the FCC on the entire matter on 
November 16. 

The memorandum as filed reads: 


Depreciation Changes 
Suggested by Association 

“Tt is the position of this associa- 
tion: 

First: The act to regulate inter- 
state commerce, as amended, was in- 
terpreted and administered by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission as 
being applicable to all telephone 
property devoted to telephone service, 
both intrastate and interstate, upon 
the theory that intrastate service was 
so interwoven with interstate toll 
service as to directly affect the toll 
service. The Communications Act of 
1934 is based upon a different the- 
ory and is clearly applicable solely to 
the interstate toll properties of cer- 
tain telephone companies. 

Second: (a) That said Uniform 
System of Accounts for Telephone 
Companies and changes and revi- 
sions therein do not apply to tele- 
phone companies defined in the com- 
munications act (section 3-U) as 
connecting carriers. 

(b) That as to telephone 
panies other than connecting car- 
riers, said uniform system of ac- 
counts and changes and_ revisions 
therein apply to and are obligatory 
upon such companies only with re- 


com- 


spect to that part of their toll busi- 
ness which is interstate. 

Third: Relative to the changes in 
said uniform system of accounts, 
proposed by certain state commis- 
sions in Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission docket No. 25705, we sub- 
mit that any modifications in the sys- 
tem of accounts as advocated by the 
state commissions and discussed by 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
in its report No. 25705, should be 
considered in the light of existing 
economic conditions and the changes 
in the law. 

The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion had before it 118 changes in the 
system of accounts proposed by cer- 
tain state commissions. Of these the 
Interstate Commerce Commission re- 
jected 104 and approved the remain- 
ing 14 with slight modifications in 
some instances. In many of the 104 
changes rejected, the question of 
state jurisdiction was involved rather 
than abstract accounting principles. 

The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion stated it cannot assign any of 
its powers or responsibilities to any 
other body. In its report, the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission has set 
forth clearly its reasons for the re- 
jection of these and other changes, 
as well as its reasons for recommend- 
ing the adoption of the 14 changes 
accepted. 

The association’s accounting com- 
mittee in reporting on these 14 ap- 
proved changes says: 


On the whole we do not believe that 
the proposed revisions would add any- 
thing to the value of the system of 
accounts as now prescribed, but speak- 
ing strictly from the standpoint of 
correct accounting principles, we _ be- 
lieve that the recommendations are 
not contrary to such principles. We 
further believe that it would be pos- 
sible to conform to these changes, if 
made, as the suggested changes, in the 
main, involve only additional account- 
ing details. 

As indicated, these proposed changes 
are not contrary to correct accounting 
principles, but measured in terms of 
the value of the information which 
would be obtained, we believe that the 
additional expense involved in comply- 
ing with the proposal would not be jus- 
tified. 


As to item R-23, where it is pro- 
posed that the company shall “cite 
by name and page of book or other 
record the original entry of cost of 


14 


the thing 
says: 


retired,” the committee 


This would involve references to old 
books and records which would nor- 
mally be filed in storage vaults and 
such records, being voluminous and 
great in number, an _ unreasonable 
amount of time and expense would be 
required in tracing costs of items re- 
tired. 

This expense and time might be jus- 
tified if it had the effect of improving 
the accounting for retirements, but it 
is unnecessary since retirement unit 
records generally are maintained on an 
average basis for small items of prop- 
erty such as poles, crossarms, etc., and 
costs on large items are, in the most 
instances, readily available. 


As to the effective date of changes 
ordered in the system of accounts, 
the accounting committee says: 


In addition to the 14 specific rec- 
ommendations regarding accounting 
rules, the “conclusions” of the commis- 
sion, which are a part of the report, in- 
clude recommendations to the effect 
that the revisions recommended by 
them should be made effective as of 
January 1, 1933, and January 1, 1934, 
for Class A and Class B telephone com- 
panies respectively, and that all Class 
A and Class B telephone companies that 
elected to adopt the uniform system 
of accounts as of January 1, 1933, 
should be required to restate their ac- 
counts for the years 1933 and 1934 in 
accordance therewith. 

We are of the opinion that if any of 
the 14 changes recommended by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission are 
adopted, the effective date of the 
changes should be the first of the year 
following the date of adoption. 


This association at hearings of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
and before committees of Congress 
has consistently presented the neces- 
sity of uniformity in the accounting 
practices of telephone companies. Its 
members are located in various 
states and only through a general 
uniform system of accounts has it 
been possible to assemble necessary 
comparative data and present to 
financiers a standard form of state- 
ment based on uniform practices in 
the distribution of revenues and ex- 
penses. 

The association urges, therefore, 
that the communications commission 
while considering changes in the uni- 
form system of accounts and the 
recommendations of the state com- 
missions, as provided in section 220, 
shall have in mind this importance 
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of uniformity of accounting practice 
to the regulatory bodies, the public 
and the telephone companies. 

Fourth: This association recom- 
mends that instruction 80, entitled 
“Computation and Filing of Depre- 
ciation Rates,” and instruction 81, 
entitled “Depreciation Charges,” of 
said uniform system of accounts be 
so amended that said instructions 
and all parts thereof will cover only 
matters concerning accounting for 
depreciation and will in no wise deal 
with or bear upon or provide for the 
fixing of the amount of depreciation 
or percentage of depreciation rates. 

We submit that the rules of ac- 
counting for depreciation and the fix- 
ing of rates of depreciation are two 
entirely separate and distinct mat- 
ters and are dealt with separately by 
the communications act; that the 
uniform system of accounts should 
confine itself to the matter of proper 
accounting for depreciation when the 
rate has been determined; that the 
matter of fixing the depreciation rate 
has no part in a system of accounts 
and that the uniform system of ac- 
counts should be amended accord- 
ingly. 


Fifth: This association submits 


that it is not at this time practicable, 
for various reasons, for the Federal 
Communications Commission to pre- 


scribe, in accordance with and in the 
manner authorized by law, deprecia- 
tion rates for interstate toll property 
that properly may be included in op- 
erating expenses of telephone com- 
panies, and this association recom- 
mends that the commission refrain 
(as it has by law the power to do) 
from fixing such depreciation rates 
at this time, and that before under- 
taking to fix such rates at any time 
the commission reopen the entire 
case for reconsideration on the bases 
of changes in the law and in juris- 
diction and the effect of the estab- 
lishment of fixed depreciation rates 
or the telephone companies under 
present economic conditions; and to 
this end the commission should set 
aside or appropriately modify Order 
No. 14700 of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and amendments 
thereto, and disregard all filings 
made thereunder. 

We maintain that the investiga- 
tion made by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission of this matter of 
depreciation was made under entire- 
ly different economic and other con- 
ditions and under a law the admin- 
istration of which did not require 
differentiation between interstate 
and intrastate property. 

Proper determination by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission of 
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depreciation rates in the manner pro- 
vided for under the present law will 
require a comprehensive and careful 
study by that commission to sepa- 
rate from all the property owned by 
a company that property which is 
devoted to interstate toll service, and 
after such separation has been made, 
there also will be required a careful 
study by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission of the interstate 
toll property of each subject company 
to determine the rates for deprecia- 
tion to be properly applied to said 
property. 

We respectfully submit that, un- 
til this study is made by the Federal 
Communications Commission and all 
the facts determined concerning the 
interstate and intrastate status of 
each company’s property and also the 
facts concerning depreciation prop- 
erly applicable to said interstate toll 
property of each company, it is im- 
practicable for the commission to fix 
rates of depreciation for such prop- 
erty according to the present law. 


DILIGENCE 
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gence and skill.” 


we crave to reach. 


diligent. 
glad of it, somehow. 


BEB BSE BBB BERBER ERBESBEREER EES 


“Oh, what does it matter! 


of mind. 


should be on a higher level. 





By Miss Anne Barnes, 


Traveling Chief Operator, Iowa Independent Telephone Association, Des Moines, Iowa 


It can be truthfully said that “few things are impossible to dili- 
But most of us are short in one or both of these 
most important qualifications—our two direct routes to the goal 


Of course, we know that skill is the offspring of diligence. 
Occasionally we hear of one who is skillful without having been 
Such folks we call prodigies. 


Shilly-shallying attempts at diligence do not count for much. We 
must be constantly diligent if we hope to ever become skillful. 

I know enough about my work to 
handle a day’s routine,” exclaims one. 

Well, you carry on according to your desires, Hetty Stone, but 
the world will not stop to urge you out of your self-satisfied state 
It will jog right along in spite of your viewpoint. 
a pity that so many of us are really Hetty Stones and do not realize 
it. When we fail to realize the possibilities and opportunities that 
walk by our sides, mutely begging us to allow them to help us 
achieve our particular coal (and no one is without a desire to 
reach some goal), we have no one to blame but ourselves. 

“Well, my work at the switchboard does not call for unusual 
ability or appear to have much future advancement,” we some- 
times argue with those two ever-present companions—possibility 
and opportunity—that walk by our side day after day. 

No matter what the level of our position may be, our ability 
It is better to be ahead in ability 
than catching up. We must keep in mind that our work at the 
switchboard is not a one-person responsibility. 
should be as nearly correct as possible. 
of the work of others in the organization. 
our responsibility is even greater. 
it will not conflict with that of our customers. . 

MORAL: Since skill is our objective, we should understand its true 
meaning—conceiving, understanding, directing, executing. 
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We also maintain that filings made 
with the Federal Communications 
Commission under order No. 14700 
of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion are not applicable under the 
present law since the companies’ es- 
timates of composite rates contained 
in those filings do not differentiate 
between interstate and intrastate 
property. 

It should be noted in this connec- 
tion that the state commissions in 
asking for longer time in which to 
complete their own studies of depre- 
ciation rates to be recommended to 
your commission, have pointed out 
the difficulties of ascertaining proper 
depreciation rates and the fact that 
considerable time is required in 
which to make the necessary studies. 

The establishment of a fixed depre- 
ciation rate for telephone properties 
under present economic conditions is 
impractical because during the last 
four years these companies have suf- 
fered for the first time in the his- 
tory of the telephone industry a se- 


AND SKILL 


They are rare, and I am 


What 


Our performance 
It_must dovetail with that 
In fact, the scope of 
It must be so satisfactory that 
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vere loss of telephones in service and 
a consequent heavy decrease of gross 
revenue. 

While there has been some slight 
recovery of these telephone losses, it 
is impossible at this time for any 
telephone company to determine 
whether it will ever again regain all 
of its lost business and, consequently, 
whether it will ever be able to use 
again in the business the excess 
facilities it now has in its plant. This 
excess is considerably higher than 
excess facilities normally maintained 
for future use. 

It is entirely possible that a con- 
siderable portion of this abnormal 
and unusual amount of excess plant 
will in some cases have to be charged 
off through depreciation; and for 
this, as well as other reasons, it is 
impossible for any telephone com- 
pany to determine now what rate of 
depreciation it should have for the 
future. 

If a rate be fixed now under which 
the company can survive with its de- 
pleted revenues, that rate will prob- 
ably be entirely too low for the fu- 
ture. If a rate be fixed now based on 
experience prior to the depression, 
that rate will probably cause grave 
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financial embarrassment to the ma- 
jority of companies concerned. 

The study of depreciation rates for 
telephone companies was undertaken 
by the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion at a time when the telephone in- 
dustry was experiencing continued 
growth of business and property. At 
that time it might have been pos- 
sible without severe harm to the 
companies concerned to have estab- 
lished a fixed rate applicable until 
the loss of telephones and revenue 
began. 

Rate for Future Impossible 

“It is, in our opinion, impossible 
now to fix a rate for the future prop- 
erly applicable because of existing 
uncertainties; and under present and 
prospective conditions of the indus- 
try a fixed rate of depreciation will 
be harmful to the industry and the 
public it serves. 

We submit, therefore, that because 
of the foregoing and other reasons 
the matter of fixed depreciation rates 
on telephone companies should be 
postponed at least two years and 
should not then be undertaken until 
the subject has been reopened and 
reconsidered in the light of economic 
conditions then existing and in con- 
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formity with the law with respect to 
regulation then in force. 

We favor a reasonable and con- 
structive settlement of all these ques- 
tions on lines which will promo'e the 
best interest of the public served 
and of the companies concerned ; and 
to that end this association and its 
members stand ready to cooperate 
with you and to assist you in every 
way practically possible in such ad- 
ministration of the law. 

This association and its members 
cooperated wholeheartedly with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
during the years that body adminis- 
tered federal regulation of telephone 
companies, and it is our desire to 
likewise cooperate with the Federal 
Communications Commission to the 
end that this commission will have 
all assistance that can be given it by 
the telephone industry to aid it in 
proper and constructive administra- 
tion of the communications act. 

It is with the knowledge that your 
honorable body is anxious to admin- 
ister the communications act con- 
structively and fully in accordance 
with its intent and purpose, and with 
justice to all, that we make these sug- 
gestions and recommendations.” 


Plant Men “Swap” Ideas 


Facts For Your Notebooks 
By JOHN GILLIFORD 


Commonly-Used Abbreviations 

Add the following abbreviations to 
your notebook. Future reference to them 
may save you lots of time. 

Gr.B.—ground brace. 

Con. Gr. B.—concrete ground brace. 

Plk. Grd. B.—plank ground brace. 

Log Grd. B.—log ground brace. 

Ca.—cable. 

Qd.—quadded. 

N. Qd.—non-quadded. 

Pr.—pair. 

Ld.—loaded. 

Aer.—aerial. 

OW—open wire. 

Pr. W.—paired wire. 

Horizontal Clearances 

Most telephone employes realize the 
importance of obtaining the correct ver- 
tical clearances for telephone plant, but 
not all telephone employes realize that 
it is just as necessary to watch the hori- 
zontal clearances. A few of these hori- 
zontal clearances follow. Copy and ob- 
serve them on your next job: 

1. Telephone poles or 


stubs should 


not be placed within three feet of fire 
hydrants and street signals. If at all 
possible, there should be four or five feet 
separation. 

2. There should be a space of 12 feet 
separating poles stubs from the 
nearest rail of main railroad tracks. 

3. There should be a space of seven 
feet separating poles and stubs from the 
nearest rail of railroad sidings. 


4. Poles should be set so that there 


and 


is a space of six inches separating them 
from the street side of the curb line. 


Sheath Breaks by Bullet Holes 

An analysis of sheath breaks, recently 
made by a large company, indicated that 
a surprisingly large percentage of the 
breaks was caused by bullet holes and 
gunshots. It appears from this analysis 
that quite a few people get a big kick 
out of shooting at telephone cable. Need- 
less to say their promiscuous shooting 
often gives the testboard man and the 
cable repairmen plenty of trouble. 

The problem of reducing the trouble 
caused by gunshots is a difficult one, and 
must be handled tactfully. Some com- 
panies have found that the posting of 
warning signs, the publishing of small 


warnings in the local newspapers have 
aided materially in reducing the number 
of troubles caused by marksmen who de- 
light in picking on telephone cables. 

In many cases the damage is caused 
by children. In such cases, talks to the 
parents will generally end the trouble 
from that source. 

eee 


The Uneventful Life 


Of a Trouble-Shooter 
By “Doc” 

On my second toll trouble station we 
had long sections of toll leads to main- 
tain which paralleled two different rail- 
roads. These railroads 
ered first class, for that section at least, 
and they would neither permit my rid 
ing in the cab of the locomotive nor 
would they stop for me to get off be 
tween stations. 

I would buy a ticket past where the 
trouble was supposed to be and then 
keep a close watch on the line for trou 
ble. When I saw it, I would get off 
at the next station. Many times | was 
lucky but more often I would see 2 

(Concluded on page 21) 
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Concluded from page 16) 


float ng insulator or a splintered cross- 
arm, think it was the trouble, get off 
at the next station and test—only to 
find that the trouble was still on ahead. 

This would mean either a wait for 
the next train or a long drive with a 
livery rig. It was always a most diffi- 
cult task to follow with a team, a line 
that paralleled tre railroad through this 
rough country, so we did little of it. 

Neither would these railroads permit 
us to use a speeder on their tracks, but 
sometimes I could bribe their section 
lineman to take me out after a case of 
trouble on his speeder. I remember one 
time they sent me out with this railroad 
lineman to cover a 125-mile section of 
line to replace broken insulators. 

After each stop it took about half an 
hour of pushing to get the old speeder 
coughing again, so we threw most of 
the sack of insulators into the Red river 
near Vernon, Texas, which was much 
easier than placing them on the cross- 
arm pins, anyway. The only fly in the 
ointment was that the district plant 
chief rode over the line a few days later 
and gave me “Hail Columbia” for miss- 
ing so many broken insulators, and I 
had a hard time explaining myself out 
of that one. 

One Sunday evening our phantom 
group north went out and as there were 
no trains until noon the next day they 
started me and another young chap, who 
possessed a strong back, out on a small 
three-wheel speeder of the pump variety. 
This thing represented real work pull- 
ing uphill but we had a chance to catch 
our breath while we coasted downhill. 
The only trouble was that it was mostly 
all uphill. 

We pumped the blamed thing all 
night long, watching the line as best 
we could in the bright moonlight. All 
four wires tested crossed together with 
no ground, so we expected to find a pole 
burned out or broken off. We covered 
over a hundred miles that night. Just 
at sun-up we pumped around a sharp 
curve and, out on the end of a bridge 
that crossed a big river, we found our 
trouble. 

The line at this point left the poles 
and took to crossarms which were bolted 
onto the bridge. Someone, perhaps a 
small boy, had busted the insulator on 
the inside, releasing the wire and per- 
Mitting it to flop over the others, cross- 
ing them all up. 

ter we tested and got an O.K. on the 
trouble, we pulled back to the first small 
town, had a good breakfast, expressed 
our speeder, caught an early train and 
slept all the way home in a day coach. 
We arrived home about noon—and I 
Was sent west immediately to locate a 
Swinging ground. 
By this time I had about decided that 
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a toll line troubleman could never have 
much of a home or, if he did have one, 
he wouldn’t have much time to use it. 
So I started looking about for some dif- 
ferent kind of a job. 


Useful Ideas: Grip for 
Bulletin Board Letters 


Two or three sheets of paper are often 
posted together on a bulletin or instruc- 
tion board. The upper sheets are han- 
dled and raised frequently as employes 
or others interested in the subject mat- 
ter read them. As a result the corners 
of the sheets soon become badly wrin- 
kled and soiled, presenting an untidy 
appearance. 

The corners of the sheets are not an 
easy thing to grip and retain with the 
finger ends, when reading the sheets 


This Convenient Finger Grip Is Fashioned 
in a Few Moments with a Piece of Adhesive 
Tape and a Piece of Match. 


beneath. A neat and simple way to 
prevent the crumpling and soiling of 
the sheets is shown in the accompany- 
ing illustration. 

Cut off about three-quarters of an inch 
of narrow white adhesive tape. In the 
center of the adhesive side place a bit 
of match end as long as the width of 
the tape. Press the tape to the back 
and front of the corner of the sheets 
in the lower right hand corner. The 
match bit also firmly held by the tape 
is just below the bottom of the sheet. 

This makes an excellent finger grip. 
As a sheet is held up in order to read 
the one below it, it is easily held with 
the finger tips and does not become 
wrinkled or soiled. 

The bits of match and tape are read- 
ily removed if it is desired to preserve 
the sheets after the subject matter is 
of no further interest on the bulletin 
board. 

eee 


Repairmen Signal 
Operator by Whistle 


A special canary-like whistle has been 
developed for use by long lines repair- 
men of the A. T. & T. Co. in signaling 
the operator when working on open-wire 
circuits which operate on a frequency of 
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1,000 cycles and on which it is difficult 
for the repairman to signal the operator 
in any other way. 

As described in a recent issue of The 
Ohio Bell, the device consists of a short 
cylindrical tube, tuned to a pitch of 
1,000 cycles per second and accurately 
modulated by a reed at the rate of 19.5 
cycles per second. When it is blown, it 
emits a high-pitched trill similar to a 
policeman’s whistle but much more ac- 
curate with respect to pitch and the 
speed of the warble. 

Such whistles are useful in telephone 
work on open-wire circuits which em- 
ploy voice-frequency, signaling equip- 
ment and, consequently, are not affected 
by the usual signaling currents. Previ- 
ously on such circuits, the lineman’s 
test set was of little value as far as 
signaling was concerned. 

A few old-timers learned, by much 
practice, to purse their lips and produce 
an imitation of voice-frequency, signal- 
ing currents in their transmitter with 
sufficient accuraey to bring in an occa- 
sional operator’s signal. But cold 
weather or dry lips made the results 
very uncertain. It, therefore, appeared 
expedient to develop a whistle that 
would work every time. The result is 
the 1-A whistle. 

Hereafter then, if you are driving 
along a country road, and hear some- 
thing that sounds alarmingly like your 
pet “dicky bird” or a _ policeman’s 
whistle, don’t jump to conclusions. It 
may be a lineman trying to raise the 
operator so that she can complete his 
connection to the toll test board. 


Some Telephone Things 
I Didn’t Know ’Til Now 


By OscaR WILL TELL 

That in Omaha, Neb., the telephone 
company was forced to remove an aerial 
toll and local cable for a considerable 
distance due to the widening of a street. 
Rather than go to great expense to con- 
struct an underground conduit system 
and install new cable, the present aerial 
cable was lowered—load coils and 
all—and buried in the ground with a tar 
paper and compound protection. With 
this method the proper load coil spac- 
ing is maintained as the ditch is curved 
when necessary to take up slack in the 
cable. Lateral cables come out of the 
ground to terminals mounted on poles 
for local distribution. 

That a local trouble-shooter may ex- 
pect to find anything. One recently sent 
out to locate noise trouble on a tele- 
phone, found upon investigation that a 
pet monkey kept in the basement had 
a habit of getting his exercise swing- 
ing on the house wire which was 
stapled to the stringers of the base- 
ment ceiling. 





Here, There and Everywhere 


Canadian Independent 
Association Meeting 


The 29th annual convention of the 
Canadian Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation, meeting at Toronto, Ontario, on 
October 17 and 18, elected Norman 
Jones of Kincardine to the presidency. 
Mr. Jones was vice-president of the as- 
sociation last year. 

A resolution passed at the 
asked that all companies (not systems) 
be “forced to provide a depreciation re- 
serve fund at a rate satisfactory to the 
municipal board.” 

Another resolution ef importance in- 
structed the legislative committee to 
take action with regard to gaining com- 
pensation for alterations to lines neces- 
sitated by the construction of highways. 

Officers and _ standing 
elected for the ensuing year follow: 

Vice-President, Frank Wilcox, 
ton; treasurer, H. L. Varcoe, Toronto; 
Alph Markham; 
committee, J. R. 


sessions 


committees 


Bee- 


secretary, Hoover, 


executive Forbes, 


Waterford; Melville Jones, Port Hope; 
S. B. Carew, Omemee; A. R. G. Smith, 
New Hamburg, and J. Grant Sprague, 
Mountain View. 

The legislative committee includes 
Dr. L. G. Campbell, Markdale; S. H. 
Adamson, St. Marys and Francis Dag- 
ger, Toronto. The minimum wage board 
committee is composed of D. S. Austin, 
S. H. Adamson and Dr. W. Doan, Har- 
rietsville, Frank Wilcox and D. M. John- 
son, Courtright. 

eee 


Company Executive Finds 
“Telephony” Useful 


TELEPHONY was pleased to learn that 
the subject and text of advertisements 
recently by the Orange County 
Co., of Middletown, N. Y., 
and reproduced on this page were sug- 
gested by an article on ‘‘Friendship,” by 
Mrs. Mayme Workman, of Springfield, 
Ill., published in TELEPHONY of July 28. 

In enclosing copies of these pleasing 
no doubt 


used 
Telephone 


and effective advertisements, 


Frank D. Fancher, vice-president and 
treasurer of the company writes in 
part, as follows: 

“T wish to thank you for the inspira- 
tion I get from your publication. | 
thought you might like to pass the ad- 
vertisements on to your other readers.” 

eee 


Bell System’s October 
Gain of Telephones 


The American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. 5 reported a net in- 
crease of 33,200 telephones in service in 
the Bell System during October, 1934. 
This compares with a net gain of 13,400 
stations in October of last year. 

In June July of this year the 
Bell System had net losses of 11,950 and 
33,500 telephones respectively, being the 
only months of the year to show losses. 
In August a net gain of 10,750 stations 
was reported and September showed a 
gain of 60,750. 

The New York Telephone Co. gained 
1,202 stations in October, compared with 


on November 


and 





Friendship is 
one of the finest 
things in life 


friend. 
appreciated at all times. 


coupons cut from bonds. 


life just because thay do 
door. 


other state without 
chair. 
visit while you are in the 





A friendly, thoughtful deed is 
friendship are far more comforting than 
Don’t let old friends pass out of your 
Spare a few minutes now! 
your telephone! Extend your personality 
to the next block, the next town or an- 


leaving 
Make your old friends a telephone 


The Orange County 
Telephone Company 


A yzood friend comes to us when we 
are in distress and unhappy, and without 


a zood friend our life would be empty. 
But to make a friend we must first be a 


The bonds of friend. 


not live next 


Reach for 


your easy 


mood. 


chair. 





FRIENDSHIP 


FRIENDSHIP is one of the finest 
things in life. 

A good friend comes to us when 
we are in distress and unhappy, and with- 
out a good friend our life would be empty. 
But to make a friend we must first be a 
A friendly, thoughtful deed is 
appreciated at all times. 
friendship are far more comforting than 
coupons cut from bonds. 


Don’t let old friends pass out of 
your life just because they do not live 
next door. 

Spare a few minutes now! 
for your telephone! 
ality to the next block, the next town or 
another state without leaving your easy 
Make your old friends a telephone 
visit while you are in the mood. 


The bonds of 


Reach 
Extend your person- 


ORANGE COUNTY 
TELEPHONE CO. 








Newspaper Advertisements Used Recently by the Orange County Telephone Co., of Middletown, N. Y. 


Suggested by an Article in “Telephony.” 
2? 


The Subject and Text Were 








November 10, 1934. 


1,899 
a loss of 13,936 


in October, 1933, and 
in the corresponding 
month of 1932. For the first ten months 
of the year the station increase was 
1,376, against a loss of 115,375 in the 
corresponding period of 1933 and a loss 
of 214,336 in the 1932 period. 


a gain of 


Four-Scene Drama 
Sells Long Distance 

By B. A. MATHEWS 
This is the age of the comic strip, of 
the cartoon-presented 
More and more the 


flash and 
the brain a complete story. 


story or sales 


message. eye is 
trained to register on 
An excellent 
example of the modern trend is found 
in a Des Moines (lowa) newspaper ad- 
vertisement of the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Co., entitled, “Mr. Traveler 
Makes a Hit by Long Distance.” 

The story is told in four sketches and 
five words—‘Goodbyes” (Mr. Traveling- 
Man Husband, bags all packed, kissing 
the little wife goodbye); “Teary Eyes” 
(Wifey waving a tearful bye-bye to her 
big he-man); “Realize” (Hubby, men- 
tally envisioning the sobbing cloudburst 


being 


back in the little home, spots a public 
telephone sign and receives an inspira- 
flash!); “Surprise” (the _ tele- 
rings and Wifey grabs the re- 
“His” Wifey 
sunshine after rain! ) 


tional 
phone 
ceiver voice! registers 

Only a brief sales message is required 
to clinch the argument that traveling 
should make their lonely 
happy by more frequent 
the telephone—‘*‘No matter how far you 
are from home, can always score 
by using long distance. Station-to-sta- 
tion rates are 40 per cent lower after 
8:30 p. m. for most distances.” 


husbands 
wives use of 


you 


“Tillie Fone” Takes Order 
For Christmas Gift 


A telephone sales contest has been 
going on for some time in my organiza- 
tion. The prize each month, which con- 
of the use of a gold handset, is 
awarded to the one who has obtained 
the greatest number of sales. 

Iam proud of the fact that the gold 
handset has been on my desk for three 
consecutive months. Most people who 
come into the business office see the gold 
handset on my desk or see me using it 
and at one time or another make some 
remark about it. I always tell them 
how I got it—for securing the greatest 
humber of orders for new telephone in- 
Stallations. 


sists 


Yesterday while I was making some 
calls and using the gold handset Mr. 
Brownlee came into the office. I noticed 
that he was watching me closely as I 
was concluding my conversation. “Let 
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The Four-Act Drama 
Enacted in This Adver- 


tisement of the North- 
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No matter how far you are from home, 
you can always score by using 


LONG DISTANCE 


STATION.TO.STATION RATES ARE 40 PER CENT LOWER AFTER 6:30 P. M. FOR MOST DISTANCES 








me see that gold telephone,” he said, 
when I had hung up. 

My desk is near the counter, so I 
brought the handset over in order that 
he might examine it. He looked it over 
carefully and appeared very much in- 
terested. I then added that he could se- 
cure a handset in any color. He seemed 
more interested and smiled. 

I felt then that I should tell him the 
price of it, and when I did he was not 
too surprised to ask: 

“Could you get a bronze one and put 
it in my wife’s bedroom as a surprise to 
her for Christmas?” 

I assured him that we could and 
would. 

That sale will help me keep the gold 
handset on my desk for another month, 
and—believe you me—I’m going to ex- 
hibit that handset to four or five more 
people I know that might like to do 
some early Christmas shopping. 


Court Rulings by Attorney 
of Illinois Association 


Ben B. Boynton of Springfield, attor- 
ney for the Illinois Telephone Associa- 
tion, directs attention to the fact that a 
stenographic error crept into the written 
report of his address on “Court Rulings 
of the Past Year,” presented at the re- 
cent convention of the Illinois associa- 
tion and published in TELEPHONY of No- 
vember 3. 

The third paragraph in the first col- 
umn on page 11 should read: 

“You will note that the court did not 
say that cost of reproduction should not 
be considered. It merely held that where 
the prices of labor and material, at the 


time of inquiry, are not as high or no 
higher than when the property 
originally constructed, the company 
should not complain of a value fixed 
upon the basis of original cost instead 
of reproduction cost.” 

eee 


Recent District Meeting 
Held at Norwalk, Ohio 


There were 125 telephone men regis- 
tered at the recent meeting of the north- 
ern district of the Ohio Independent 
Telephone Association held at Norwalk. 
The meeting held at the Elks Club 
shared in interest with that of the meet- 
ing for the southern district of the state 
held at Troy on October 17 the preced 
ing week. 

Officers of the association re- 
peated their appeal to the member com- 
panies to stock up their yard and ware- 
house supplies in anticipation of rising 
prices within the next few months. Leg- 
islative questions, relating to the tele- 
phone business, were the 
number of interesting discussions. 

eee 


North Carolina Association 
to Hold Annual Meeting 


The North Carolina Independent Tele- 
phone Association will hold its annual 
convention at Sedgefield Inn near 
Greensboro, N. C., Thursday and Friday, 
November 22 and 23. 

Sedgefield Inn is beautifully situated 
and is famous for its excellent golf 
course. All people associated in any way 
with the telephone industry are cordially 
invited to attend this convention. Plans 
are being made to accommodate a large 
crowd. 


was 


state 


basis for a 





Some Personal Notes 


About Telephone Men 


Alden L. Hart, of York City, 
who last May was elected vice-president 
of the Associated Telephone Utilities 
Co., Inc., in charge of operations, has 
been in the telephone business for 28 
years. He began his telephone career 
with the Cincinnati & Suburban Bell 
Telephone Co. in 1906. The same year 


New 


Alden L. Hart, of New York City, 

Vice-President of the Associated 

Telephone Utilities Co., Inc., in 

Charge of Operations, Has Served 

28 Years in the Telephone Field. 
he enrolled in the school of electrical 
engineering at the University of Cincin- 
nati, from which he was graduated in 
1911 with the degree of electrical engi- 
neer. 

Mr. Hart specialized in telephony in 
his engineering course and worked 
through all of the fundamental branches 
of the plant department of the Cincin- 
nati & Suburban Bell company in Cin- 


cinnati while he was in the University. 
He has been an installer, cable splicer, 
switchboard 


repairman, and on _ the 
plant engineering staff. 
Mr. Hart is a 


department of 


pioneer in the trattic 
the sell companies, 
entering that field in 1911 with the cen- 
tral group of Bell companies with head- 
quarters in Chicago, Ill. He worked up 
to the position of general traffic super- 
visor of the Wisconsin Telephone Co. 
During the war Mr. Hart 
tain and went 
1918. After 
he was 


was a cap- 


overseas in February, 
the armistice 


communications 


was signed 
the 


Peace Conference in Paris, and received 


officer at 


a citation from General John J. Per- 
shing for meritorious and conspicuous 
service. 

On his return from the war, Mr. Hart 
became general commercial agent of 
the Wisconsin Telephone Co. where he 
served from 1919 until 1926. In the 
fall of 1926, he became associated with 
the companies that formed the nucleus 
of the present Telephone 
Utilities System. 

Until May 1 of 
was 


Associated 


this year, Mr. Hart 
the 
com- 
the 
states of California, Idaho, Kansas, Mon- 
tana, New Mexico, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Texas, Washington, Wyoming, central 
Missouri and Arkansas, with headquar- 
ters at Long Beach, Calif. 
Mr. Hart is a member 
phone Pioneers of 


operating vice-president of 
western and southern operating 
panies of the Associated system in 


of the 
America. He 


Tele- 
is 46 
years of age. 

John P. Moran, maintenance eugineer 
of the Provincetown (Mass.) radio- 
telephone station of the New England 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., has been 
appointed technical adviser of the re- 
cently-formed local branch of the United 
States Naval Communications Reserve. 

O. P. Knee, switchboard installer for 
the Lincoln (Neb.) Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., was placed on the retired 
list on October 1, the 45th anniversary 
of his beginning as a telephone worker. 

Mr. Knee started his career with the 
Nebraska Telephone Co. in 1889. Two 
years later he was transferred to Lin- 
coln, at a time when that city had but 
750 telephones. In 1893 he was trans- 
where he remained 
for 11 years, when he became a special 
plant inspector at Lincoln. 

He had been the Lincoln com- 
pany ever since 1912 when the Nebraska 
Telephone Co. merged with the 
Lincoln company. For the past 18 years 
he has occupied responsible 
in the switchboard rooms. 


ferred to Hastings 


with 
was 
positions 


At a farewell reception given him on 
the eve of his retirement, M. T. Caster, 
general plant superintendent, presented 
him with an electric drill and a tap and 
die set as a gift his co-workers, 
and paid him as a 
workman. 

J. I. Kennedy, newly-elected director 
of The Illinois Telephone Association, 
was elected president and general man- 
ager of the Northwestern Telephone 
Co., Freeport, Ill., at a meeting of the 
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from 


tribute to master 


directors of the company the middle of 
last month. Mr. Kennedy succeeis the 
late Geo. X. Cannon. 

Mr. Kennedy was appointed as 
general 


iStant 
manager of the Northwestern 
company last May. He was formerly 
plant superintendent of the company 
and has been associated with the com- 
pany and its predecessor—the Stephen- 
son County Telephone Co.—for the 
past 18 years, with a total service 
in the telephone field of 35 years 

Mr. Kennedy entered the business in 
1899 as a collector for the Freeport 
Telephone Exchange Co. In 191 he 
became repairman for the Central 
Union Telephone Co., Belvidere, Ill. 
and the following year entered the em- 
ploy of the Nebraska Telephone Co. He 
was stationed at Omaha, Neb., 
he remained about 14 years in 
various including that of 
plant manager in charge of plant ap- 
praisals and cable facilities, in the 
plant construction and maintenance de- 


record 


where 
for 
capacities 


J. t. Kennedy, of Freeport, Iil., Has 

Been Elected President and Gen- 

eral Manager of the Northwestern 

Telephone Co. He Also Was Elected 

a Director of the Illinois Telephone 

Association at Its Recent Conven- 
tion in Peoria. 


partment, and later chief clerk to the 
district manager at Grand Island, Neb 

Mr. Kennedy returned to Freeport it 
October, 1916, as plant superintendent 
of the Stephenson County Telephone 
Co. Upon its merger with the North- 
western Telephone Co. he continued 4s 


head of that department. 
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November 10, 1934. 


L. G. Bratton, former general sales 
manager, Chicago area, Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co., has been appointed gen- 
eral commercial manager, state area, 
to succeed the late E. R. Cogswell. 
Francis B. Kennedy, former sales man- 
ager in the Chicago area, has been ap- 
pointed general sales manager to suc- 
ceed Mr. Bratton. Arthur D. Swanson, 
general contract agent, will report 
direct to the general commercial man- 
ager, Chicago area. 

Mr. Bratton went to the Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co. on March 1, 1930, from 
New York City, where he had been ex- 
change sales engineer of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. His long 
career in the telephone field began in 
Grand Island, Neb., where in July, 1911, 
he took a position as material clerk for 
the Nebraska Telephone Co. 

Successive promotions brought him 
to the position of general plant account- 


Injunction Restrains 
Oregon Rate Cut 


A temporary injunction was granted 
the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
in Portland, Ore., on October 30 by 
Judges Tucker and Lusk, of the state 
circuit court, restraining Commissioner 
Charles M. Thomas from enforcing his 
order reducing the rates of the Pacific 
company. The temporary injunction 
was granted pending the holding of a 
hearing to determine whether the in- 
junction shall be made permanent. 

It was stated the judges were influ- 
enced in granting the temporary injunc- 
tion by the fact that if it should be 
finally determined that the rate-reducing 
order of Commissioner Thomas did, in 
fact, establish rates which are confisca- 
tory and violative of the protecting 
Provisions of the constitution, it was 
apparent that the telephone company 
would suffer an irreparable loss and be 
subject to great inconvenience by rea- 
son of its inability to collect just rates. 

Another reason given for granting the 
temporary injunction is that the sub- 
Scribers are protected in the event that 
the lower rates are found reasonable, 
the telephone company being required 
to furnish a satisfactory bond to assure 
that it will refund the difference be- 
tween the old and new rates. 

The order, reducing the rates of the 
Pacific company, was issued by Commis- 
sioner Thomas on October 11 and was to 
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i. G. 


New General 


Bratton, 


Commercial Man- 
ager, State Area, 
Iinois Bell Tele- 


phone Co. 


ant for the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co. group in November, 1915. He 
entered the commercial division of the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
in rate work in July, 1920, and was 
successively engaged in commercial 
results work, special assignments and 
as exchange sales engineer. 

Mr. Kennedy began his telephone 
work in the commercial department of 


News from 
Commissions and 


have been placed into effect November 
1. The lower rates would reduce the 
company’s income about $360,000 per 
year. 

At a hearing on Monday, October 29, 
Judges Tucker and Lusk heard the argu- 
ments of Attorney Omar C. Spencer, for 
the telephone company, and Attorney A. 
E. Clark, for the commission. The com- 
pany filed suit in the state circuit court, 
asking for a temporary injunction 
against the rate reduction order, on the 
ground that it is unconstitutional and 
deprives of property without due proc- 
ess of law. The public utilities commis- 
sioner is also accused of errors in fixing 
his valuation of the telephone com- 
pany’s properties for rate-making pur- 
poses. 

It was indicated by the two judges 
that every effort would be made to speed 
up the hearing on the permanent in- 
junction so that the final disposition 
would be delayed as little as possible. 


Possible Ohio Bell Refund 


Hearing in January 
Indications at this time are that the 
hearing on the appeal of the Ohio Bell 
Telephone Co. from the order of the 
Ohio Public Utilities Commission, di- 
recting the company to make a refund 
of approximately $12,000,000 to its sub- 
scribers in 44 communities in the state, 
will be held by the Ohio Supreme Court 
the latter part of January. 
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the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
in San Francisco in 1920. He entered 
the employ of the Illinois Bell com- 
pany in 1924 and was assigned to the 
commercial department, suburban divi- 
sion. He joined the staff of the gen- 
eral commercial superintendent in 1926, 
becoming commercial service and sales 
supervisor of the Chicago area in 1928, 
sales engineer in 1930 and sales man- 
ager in 1932. 

Mr. Swanson entered the telephone 
field in 1913 as a central office equip- 
ment installer and his entire career has 
been spent in Chicago. He became cir- 
cuit instructor in the plant department 
school in 1919; special service engineer, 
engineering department, in 1921; spe- 
cial agent, commercial department, 
Chicago area, in 1929; subscribers’ 
agent for railroads and transportation 
in 1930, and general contract agent of 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. in 1932. 


Courts 


Counsel for both sides were instructed 
October 31, by the court that the tele- 
phone company might have until No- 
vember 15 to consolidate its briefs and 
that the commission would have until 
January 1 to file its reply to the brief, 
after which the company will have until 
January 15 to answer the reply. 

By naming these dates it was indi- 
cated that hearing on the error pro- 
ceedings would come some time late in 
January. 

e* ¢@ e 


FCC to Probe Rates for 
Leasing Telegraph Wires 


Investigation of charges for the leas- 
ing of telegraph wires to press associa- 
tions, newspapers, brokers and others is 
provided for in an order of the tele- 
graph division of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, issued on Octo- 
ber 31. 

The commission set a hearing begin- 
ning March 4, 1935, to inquire into “the 
justness and reasonableness of the 
classes of telegraph communications not 
specifically authorized by the provisions 
of section 201-B of the communications 
act.” 

It also provided investigation of prac- 
tices with respect to each class of tele- 
graph communications. Inquiry would 
be made into the ratio between charges 
for each class of telegraph communica- 
tions and the basic charge for full rate 
telegrams as well as possible discrim- 
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ination in connection with the various 
services. 

Section 201-B of the act provides fur- 
ther that the commission may classify 
telegrams and radiograms into day, 
night, repeated, unrepeated, letter, com- 
mercial, press, government and such 
other classes as the commission may de- 
cide to be just and reasonable, and dif- 
ferent charges may be made for the dif- 
ferent classes of communications. 

The order provides that a 
other than a telegraph carrier, may in- 
tervene to present testimony as to the 


person, 


reasonableness of the various classes of 
telegraph communications or practices 
in relation thereto by filing with the 
telegraph division, by December 31, a 
statement outlining the facts and argu- 
ments he intends to submit. 
Subsequent applications for interven- 
tion will be accepted only upon the dis- 
cretion of the telegraph division of the 
Federal Communications Commission 
eee 


Briefs of Telegraphs 


on Exclusive Contracts 

Postal Telegraph & Cable Co.'s fight 
to break down the Western Union Tele- 
graph Co.’s exclusive contracts with the 
railroads was renewed before the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission at a 
hearing which was held on November 7 
in Washington, D. C. 

In briefs filed on November 1, 
Postal argued that the contracts 
the public interest and illegal. 
The Postal company asserted that the 
Western Union refrained from attempt- 
ing to enforce exclusive contracts 
against the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and its subsidiaries, although 
the latter in many cases lease telegraph 
circuits to non-public service companies 
for private telegraphing over lines on 
railroad rights-of-way. 

Nevertheless, the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., it was asserted, refused 
to lease such circuits to the Postal Tele- 
graph, claiming it was unable to do so 
because of the 
sive contract. 

The commission, the company 
tended, would find that the Western 
Union had a “vast network of contracts 
in restraint of trade,” 


the 
are 
against 


Western Union's exclu- 


con- 


covering most of 
the principal railroads and terminal sta- 
tions, and that “many of these exclusive 
contracts of the Western Union tie into 
others so that illegal exclusive prefer- 
could be used to obtain another. 

After saying that exclusive contracts 
with railroads had existed for 75 years 
and detailing a long series of decisions 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
and the courts and pointing out that 
Congress had recognized these contracts 
as proper in all interstate commerce 
laws passed since 1910, the Western 
Union questioned the jurisdiction of 


ence” 
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Answers to the Traffic 
Questions on Page 11 


Whenever it is evident that the 
calling party is not familiar with 
the distinction between person- 
to-person and_ station-to-station 
service, it is the operator’s re- 
sponsibility to explain the differ- 
ence and make it clear that the 
rate for person-to-person serv- 
ice is higher than the rate for 
station-to-station service. Such 
questions as, “Do you wish me 
to reach Mr. Hill personally?” or 
“Will you talk with anyone who 
answers at Mr. Hill’s telephone?” 
may be asked in determining the 
class of service desired. 

As an overlapping operation, re- 
fer the case to your supervisor. 
She will determine why a report 
was not given in connection with 
the first request, if possible, and 
she will take any corrective ac- 
tion necessary. 

If a subscriber has definitely can- 
celled a call, we do not call him 
back and ask if we may try the 
call again. 

“AG (specified time) (date)” is 
entered, encircled, on the back of 
the ticket and “AG (date)” en- 
circled, is entered on the face of 
the ticket in the “Special Instruc- 
tion” space. 

The local operator counts the call 
when she receives the order for 
the county operator and the 
county operator counts the call 
when she receives the order for 
the called number. 


™ re ee 
the Federal 
The 
contracts 


Communications 
claim 


Commis- 
was made that such 
matter of Management 
and not of regulation. 

The abrogation of 


sion. 


are a 


the exclusive con- 
tracts, the Western Union Company, con- 
tended, would be a severe loss, and “‘the 
benefit to the Postal company, after al- 
lowing for the additional expense which 
it would necessarily incur for rent and 
other office purposes, should it duplicate 
Western Union facilities in railroad ter- 
minals, would be nothing or negligible.” 
eee 


Northwestern Bell Brief 


on Depreciation Rate 
The Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. 


has filed with the Supreme Court of 
Nebraska its brief in reply to the print- 
ed arguments of the Nebraska State 
Railway Commission in support of its 
order fixing the rate of depreciation up- 
on its Nebraska property for 1934 at 3.5 
per cent instead of 4.48 per cent, as ask- 
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ed for by the company. This makes up 
the issues in that tribunal, and it is ex. 
pected that the case will be submitted 
to the court before the year ends. 
Attorneys for the company content 
themselves in the brief with pointing 
out the failure of the commission at 
virtually every essential point to meet 
all the issues presented by the appeal, 
They say it was not necessary to con- 
sider with particularity whether the 
commission was exercising purely legis- 
lative functions in the matter, 
they might join in that view. 
The most that the commission urges 
on the question of whether the com- 
pany had notice and a proper hearing 
is that the order is valid if by appeal 
or otherwise its reasonableness and law- 
fulness may be judicially 
Then, the 
matter is before 


since 


examined. 
commission, since the 
the court on appeal, 
the appellant cannot complain of what 
took place before the commission, the 
net result of the contention being that 
the claims the right to 
make orders without notice or hearing. 
The company attorneys also chal- 
lenge the contention of the commission 
that because the company appealed, any 
defect in the notice is immaterial. 
that the situation is quite 
the trouble in this case 
is that not only did the 
fail to notify the 
contemplated an 


says 


commission 


They say 
different since 
commission 
company that it 
order directing the 
amounts the appellant should charge for 
depreciation, but it had repeatedly and 
in a variety of language in this very 
proceeding notified the appellant, in ef- 
fect, that no such order would be made. 
Nothing in the proceedings warned the 
company that the commission was not 
carrying out its clearly announced pro- 
gram of cooperating with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 

The company attorneys say that what 
they are contending is that the commis- 
sion decided the case entirely on the 
evidence that it adduced, most of it 
from company officials, and that this is 
not due process of law because it de- 
nies the right of the company to de- 
termine for itself what evidence it will 
offer and also the right to present argu- 
ments as to the legality and propriety 
of alternative determinations of an is- 
sue presented for disposition. 

It is pointed out that nothing has 
been said ‘to dispute the fact that Con- 
gress has committed to agencies of its 
creation the regulation of interstate 
companies, such as the Northwestern 
Bell, including the accounting for their 
intrastate business. 

The order of the Nebraska commis- 
sion cannot be obeyed without offend- 
ing federal regulations already in exis- 
tence, and as there is no possibility of 
harmonizing the two, the state com 


mission says federal authority must 
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TELEPHONE PAY STATION Service is EASY TO SELL! 


In fact, pay station service sells itself. Every pay station is a permanent, effective salesman, 
collecting cash for every sale. There is no easier way for a telephone company to add revenue. 


For example: every drug store in your community should have a pay station. Statistics show that 
one out of every six people entering a drug store makes use of the Public Pay Station, when available. 


Other logical locations for pay station equipment are: (1) Railroad Station, (2) Bus Depot, (3) 
Trolley Terminal, (4) Hotel Lobbies, (5) Drug Stores, (6) Gasoline Stations, (7) Cigar Stores, 
(8) Restaurants, (9) Barber Shops, (10) Office Building Lobbies, (11) Library Lobby, (12) Depart- 
ment Stores. 
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yield. The company attorneys say that 
in taking this position the commission 
wholly ignores the decisions of the 
United States Supreme Court upholding 
the authority over accounting vested in 
the federal commission. 

In large measure the very same 
property is used from time to time for 
both interstate and intrastate com- 
merce, and such common use extends to 
very hearly all of the company’s pro- 
perty. Power in one authority to direct 
how the company shall enter upon its 
books the expense of depreciation as a 
matter of simple logic, the commission 
asserts, excludes the power of any other 
authority to order it to make different 
entries. 

The company asserts that it is not a 
case of interstate and local regulation 
operating upon closely-related matters; 
it is a case of both attempting to regu- 
late the same thing at the same time. 
The very order of the state commission 
makes no pretense of limiting its opera- 
tion to property used only in intrastate 
business; it usurps the whole field, and 
if each state has the power here assert- 
ed no federal authority whatever can 
remain. 

The company’s attorneys insist that 
the case of Smith vs. Illinois Bell Tele- 
phone Co. recently decided by the 
United States Supreme Court, upon 
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which the state commission bases its 
claim of authority to write the order, 
furnishes no support since that was an 
intrastate rate case. It had nothing to 
do with any regulation of accounting 
they contend. 

It held no more than that, until the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
should finally fix depreciation rates, a 
finding must be made in an intrastate 
rate case as to the expense of deprecia- 
tion. Says the Northwestern Bell brief: 
“The case at bar is not a rate case and 
the order in question does not affect 
rates charged for service. As admitted 
by the state commission it is purely an 
accounting order. It can be made only 
by a tribunal with power to regulate the 
accounting of an interstate carrier.” 

eee 


Bay State Handset 
Charge Attacked 


of a minor battle before 
the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Utilities were heard recently when Rep- 
resentative Thomas J. Cane, of Boston, 
filed a petition asking the board to elim- 
inate the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Co.’s charge of 15 cents per 
month for the use of the handset type 
of telephone throughout the state. 

A hearing will probably be assigned as 
soon as the commission has completed 
hearings on motor truck regulation 
which have occupied it almost daily 
since the beginning of the fall sessions. 
In the recently-decided telephone rate 
case the commission intimated that it 
would favor abolition of the telephone 
handset charge as soon as the monthly 
payments have liquidated their cost to 
the company, and provided better times 
occur. When first introduced into Massa- 
chusetts, the charge 
month per set. 


Rumblings 


was 25 cents per 


7 = * 
Subscriber Values Service; 


Sues Account of Failure 
Harry C. Negus, a sheet metal work- 
er of Malden, Mass., has filed a suit in 
the Middlesex Superior Court at Cam- 
bridge, Mass., against the New England 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. for alleged 
damages of $12.50 representing the loss 
of two days’ work in July on the ground 
that a defect in his telephone station 
prevented his receiving notification 
from his employer. The company has 
asked for a jury trial and contends that 
the plaintiff accepted an adjustment on 
his bill for the alleged defect. 
* a * 


Damage Suit Filed 
Against Ohio Bell 


Judgment for $2,999 is sought by Mil- 
ton E. Miller in action brought in the 
Marion county, Ohio, common pleas 
court against the Ohio Associated Tele- 
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phone Companies. He bases his 
on an agreement in which he was 
ceive telephone service at his res 
in Forest Hill addition and the d 
ant was to be given the right to 
a certain pole on his property. 
The plaintiff alleges that in Se; 
ber the company removed the po! 
billed him for telephone service 
ning in March, 1933, and telephone 
subsequently discontinued. Mr. 
also seeks a court order directin 
he be furnished telephone service 


eee 
Wisconsin Rate Injunction 
Hearings Set for January 


Court trials of issues involved in two 
injunctional actions of the Wisconsin 
Telephone Co. to prevent the Wisconsin 
Public 
ting 


Service Commission from put- 
into effect rate cuts totaling $2, 
800,000 at 96 exchanges, will begin Janu- 
ary 7 before three federal judges at 
Madison, Wis. 

The two cases will be tried concur. 
rently. Judges Ferdinand A. Geiger, 
Louis Fitz Henry and George T. Page 
will hear arguments and testimony in 
the first rate cut of 12% per cent, or- 
dered by the commission to become ef- 
fective August 1, 1932, and extend fora 
year. 

Judges Patrick T. Stone, Geiger and 
Fitz Henry will preside in the case of 
the commission’s second order for a 
12% per cent cut, from August 1, 1933, 
to August 1 of this year. 

Frederick Sammond and Edwin §. 
Mack, attorneys for the Wisconsin Tele- 
phone Co., stated recently that no date 
has been set on the third injunctional 
action which seeks to stave off a 10 per 
cent cut, dating from August 1 of this 
year until August 1, 1935. That in- 
junction was signed by Judge August 
C. Hoppmann of the Dane county circuit 
court at Madison. 

Telephone subscribers are guaraD- 
teed their refunds, if the injunctions 
fail, through bonds posted by the com- 
pany to repay excess rate charges. 

The law requires three judges to pre- 
side in cases against a state or its com- 
missions, one of the judges to be chosen 
from the federal circuit court. 
eee 


Increase in Rates Found 


Reasonable and Granted 
The Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission issued an order October 3 grant- 
ing the Commonwealth Telephone Co. 
permission to apply its Muscoda, Wis., 
exchange rates to the subscribers of the 
former Basswood-Eagle Telephone Co. 
whose properties the Commonwealth 
company took over recently with the 
commission’s approval. 
Subscribers of the Basswood-Eagle 
Telephone Co. have been required to 
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pay a rate of $1.00 per month and in ad- 
maintain a part of the tele- 


which they use. Ap- 


dition to 
phone equipment 
proximately 16 subscribers are receiv- 
ing service at the present time. 

The Commonwealth Telephone Co. 
proposes to take over the entire mainte- 
nance of all equipment and render the 


same grade of rural service to these 
subscribers as it does to its own rural 
subscribers, at the Muscoda exchange 
rural rate of $1.50 net per month. 

In a decision rendered March 21, 1954, 
re Wm. 


Telephone Co. the 


Victoria vs. Commonwealth 


commission found 
that the present rural rates of the Mus- 
Commonwealth 


coda exchange of the 


company are reasonable and 
criminatory. 

“Under the circumstances,” the com- 
mission held, “if the subscribers of the 
Basswood-Eagle Telephone Co. will re- 
ceive the same service as the Muscoda 
subscribers of the Commonwealth com- 
pany, the Muscoda exchange rates must 
be charged in order to avoid unreason- 
able discrimination.” 


Company Sustained in 
Broken Pole Suit 


The Supreme Judicial Court of Massa- 
chusetts has issued a decision uphold- 
ing the New England Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. as not negligent in failing to 


discover and remove, or guard, a brok- | 


en and partly-fallen pole in Enfield, lo- 


cated on a remote highway, although 


non-dis- | 
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You Can 


Conductors 


Won’t Pull Out 


National NICOPRESS splic- 
ing sleeves are coated on the 
inside with Nichrome, a metal 
alloy, harder than sleeve or 
conductor. In making the 
splice this Nichrome is forced 
into both sleeve and conductor 
under pressure with a special 
tool. The joint formed is so 
tight the wires cannot pull out. 
In thousands of tensile 


strength tests not one wire 


pulled out (the wire breaking 
in every instance). 


an accident to an automobile occurred | 


in a collision between the car and the 


sagged wires, three hours after the pole 
had been run another 
vehicle. 


into by 


The accident happened on a holiday, | 


and the maintenance man lived at Pal- 


mer, 14 miles distant. He was not at | 


work on the holiday, but received word 
of noisy lines next day. The pole car- 
ried four trunk lines and one local cir- 
cuit. There was no evidence of any de- 
fect in the pole or that the company re- 
ceived notice of its fall. 

The court held that nothing in the 
case indicated that the company’s oper- 


ator or any other department of its ser- | 
informed as 


become 
to the conditions in view of the small 
amount of traffic being handled in this 
remote location within three hours of 
the first Plaintiff (Reidy’s) 
exceptions were overruled. 


vice could have 


accident. 


Lines Ordered Extended 


to Wisconsin Cottager | 


The Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
October 3 authorized the 
State Long Distance Telephone Co., of 
Elkhorn, Wis., to extend its lines to 
serve H. G. Meigs at Lauderdale Lake, 


Mission on 


motor | 


Absolutely Air 
and Moisture Proof 


When the National Nicopress 
splice is made the joint is 
sealed so securely that neither 
air, gas nor moisture can seep 
in. Hundreds of under-water 
tests, made with compressed 
air, demonstrated thoroughly 
that Nicopress sleeves are pos- 
itively tight, this assures mini- 
mum resistance and maximum 
with the 
Nicopress method of splicing 


conductivity. Thus 


| you eliminate “noisy joints”. 
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Depend on 


NICOPRESS 
SPLICES 


Easy to Make in 
Air or On Ground 


The Nicopress splice is quick 
ly and easily made by the line- 
man either “in the air or on 
the ground”. The special, 
efficient simple and 
handy to use and the opera- 
tion of making the joint is 
quickly mastered by any line- 
man. 


tool is 


All that is necessary is 
to push conductors into sleeve 
until they butt at center, pinch 
sleeve lightly at outer ends 
with pliers, then give two full 
pressures on each side of 
sleeve with the Nicopress tool 
and you have a finished, work- 
manlike splice. 


All Joints 
Are Uniform 


When you use the Nicopress 
method of making line joints 
you know that every joint will 
be uniform with every other, 
that your lineman will make a 
maximum number of splices in 
a given time, that every joint 
will be unbreakable, outlasting 
the wire itself. “NICO- 
PRESS” stands for economy 
and efficiency in splicing. Send 
for complete information and 
prices. 


THE NATIONAL TELEPHONE 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


5100 Superior Ave. 
Export Distributors: 


New York 


if it’s a SPLICE make it a NATIONAL NICOPRESS 
| 


Please mention TELEPHONY when communicating with its 
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Cleveland, Ohio 
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November 10, 1934. 
on the grounds that public convenience 
and necessity require it. 

Mr. Meigs owns a summer home at 
Lauderdale Lake and has been furnish- 
ed telephone service by the Northwest 
Telephone Co. 
change. His 
service is largely 


from its La Grange ex- 
have Elkhorn 
due to the fact that 
he is president of the Lauderdale Lakes 
Improvement and in the 
of the transaction of the busi- 
ness of that association he has occasion 
with 


desire to 


Association 
course 
to get in touch other 
association whose cot- 
tages are served by the State Long Dis- 
company and cannot be reached 
without payment of a toll charge. 

Further, his daughter has been oper- 
ating a sightseeing boat on the Lauder- 
dale lakes and the majority of her calls 
come from the Sterlingworth hotel 
which is served by the State Long Dis- 
tance Mr. Meigs is confident 
that she has lest some business because 
of the of calling through two 
systems and the payment. of a toll 
eharge to reach her at his home. 

The Northwest company objected to 
because Mr. Meigs did 
not have his business and bank connec- 
tions, his church and school connec- 
tions in Elkhorn. Heretofore, the com- 
mission has determined the convenience 
and necessity required by 
matters. 


numerous 
members of the 


tance 


company. 


necessity 


the extension 


extension 


“The situation involved here is some- 
what different,” stated the commission. 
“Mr. Meigs’ home at Lauderdale Lake 
is a summer home and he maintains his 
residence in West Allis and his business 
in Milwaukee, so we cannot apply the 
same criterion of convenience and 
necessity to a situation of this kind.” 

eee 


Commission Rulings and 
Schedule of Hearings 


COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION. 
(Telephone Division) 

Washington, D. C 

November 16: Hearing of oral argu- 
ments on the report (No. 25705) of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission relat- 
ing to accounting rules for telephone 
companies and suggested amendments 
or changes in such accounting rules. 
November 1 was final date within which 
any comment or objection to the report 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
could be filed. 

November 16: Hearing of arguments 
on the effective date of depreciation rate 
order in Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion docket No. 14700 and also the time 
and manner of receiving recommenda- 
tions from state commissioners with ref- 
erence to depreciation rates. 

ILLINOIS. 

November 8: Hearing in Springfield 
on application of the Assumption Mu- 
tual Telephone Co. for an order author- 
izing the mortgage of the property of 
the company to secure the issuance of 
$20,000 of first mortgage bonds to sat- 
isfy judgment in United States court 
and expenses therewith. 

NEBRASKA. 
Application of the Her- 


FEDERAL 


October 29: 


TELEPHONY 


shey Telephone Co. for authority to pub- 
lish a rate of $5 per month for service 
on the Sutherland power and irrigation 
project, found reasonable and granted as 
asked. 

October 29: In the matter of the ap- 
plication of the Crownover Telephone 
Co., of Sargent, for permission to 
tinue the emergency measure of allow- 
ing 25 cents a month additional discount 
to all city subscribers, 50 cents per 
month to all farm-line service subscrib- 
ers and 20 cents a month to all switched- 
line subscribers; order issued continu- 
ing schedules in force until September 
1, 1935. 

October 29: In the matter of the ap- 
plication of the Central Nebraska Tele- 
phone Co., of Grant, for authority to 
publish a rate of 40 cents per month for 
each quarter mile or fraction thereof of 
private line outside the boundary of the 
base rate area of any of its exchanges 
from the point of installation of the tele- 
phone to base rate area in question; 
found reasonable and granted as asked. 

October 31: Hearing held in matter 
of application of Firth Telephone Co. 
for authority to issue $8,000 of stock to 
replace same amount issued under pre- 
vious incorporation, the time limit of 
which has expired; taken under advise- 
ment to determine whether having vali- 
dated the original issue of 
commission is bound to validate the pro- 
posed replacement issue or whether a 
re-examination and appraisal of prop- 
erty to meet requirements of law that 
no stock shall be issued unless fully rep- 
resented by property in place. 


OHIO. 


October 31: Motion filed by the R. T. 
Means Telephone Service Co., of Du- 
pont, asking dismissal of the application 
of the Cloverdale Telephone Co. for au- 
thority to install a telephone at Dupont, 
for W. S. Myers. 

The motion for dimissal was based on 
the grounds that the Cloverdale com- 
pany seeks to invade the territory of the 
R. T. Means Telephone Service Co. It 
was also set forth in the motion that if 
the subscriber, W. S. Myers, believed the 
rate charged by the Means company was 
excessive, he had other recourse for re- 
lief. 

November 1: The Cincinnati & Sub- 
urban Bell Telephone Co. made applica- 
tion to the commission for, and was 
granted, authority to file revised rules 
for general service which specifically re- 
lieves the subscriber from liability for a 
stolen coin-box collector instrument. 
The rule does not however, remove re- 
sponsibility for the payment of guaran- 
teed minimum charges nor for toll serv- 
ice actually furnished. 

November 1: Petition filed by the 
Mt. Vernon Telephone Co., which has 
3,000 shares of $100 par value preferred 
stock, and 3,914 shares of no par com- 
mon stock, for authority to cancel 800 
shares of such outstanding common 
stock in pursuance of an agreement to 
donate this stock on the part of the 
present owners. 

OKLAHOMA. 

October 22: Order issued granting 
authority to R. C. Simpkins to establish 
a telephone exchange at Fitts, and a 
ten-mile line to connect the Fitts ex- 
change with the Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co.’s exchange at Ada. 

November 13: Hearing on application 
of the Western Telephone Corp. to close 
the exchange at Lovell, and serve 
patrons from Crescent. 
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Torches and 
Furnaces 


KLEINS 


KLEIN Torches and Fur- 

naces are built for those 
fields that demand something 
better than the ordinary. 
Improved in design — heavier 
in construction—a Klein 
Torch or Furnace will give 
you efficient service on the 
job, any kind of weather. 
Unless your furnaces and tor- 
ches carry the Klein trade- 
mark you don’t know what 
satisfaction means. Kleins, 
“since 1857.”’ 


Distributed through jobbers 


Four pamphlets of 

interest to you if 

you are a lineman 

or responsible for 

the safety of line- 

men. Check the 

ones you want. 

© Safety for the Pole Climber 

00 Specifications on Linemen’'s Belts and Safety Straps 
The Safety Factor on Linemen's Leather Goods 


© Pocket Tool Guide 
Mathias & RES 


3200 BELMONT AVE., camcabe 
SS AZ 8 





Brief Telephone News 
From Various Places 


Franchises 


Firts, OKLA.—Permit granted to R. C. 
Simpkins to install an exchange and 
erect a 10-mile line to connect with 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. at Ada. 
Fitts is a new oil boom city in Pontotoc 
county. 


Construction 


MARTINSVILLE, ILL.—The local plant of 
the Midland Telephone Co. has been 
entirely rebuilt. The exchange was cut- 
over from magneto to common battery 
equipment on October 27. 

MILLERSBURG, ILL.—Extensive improve- 
ments have been made in the local ex- 
change by the Millersburg Telephone 
Co. Nine miles of new trunk line con- 
necting Millersburg and Buffalo Prairie 
have been constructed and subscribers 
lines rebuilt. 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
Telephone Co. is 
cable and eight miles of underground 
eable for long distance lines between 
Indianapolis and Anderson, in conjunc- 
tion with a project of widening the high- 
way between those points. 

Telephone officials assert that the 
company thus will be able to cooperate 
fully with the state highway commis- 
sion and at the same time install new 
cables in a section that in recent years 
has been damaged several times by sleet 
storms. The work will be completed by 
next May 1. 

When the cable is extended to Ander- 
son it will be necessary to install re- 
peater equipment in the telephone office 
there, as well as make some additions 
and adjustments in the repeater equip- 
ment in Indianapolis. 


Construction 

MIFFLINBURG, PA.—Work on the con- 
struction of a new building here to 
house the dial telephone equipment of 
the Buffalo Valley Telephone Co. was 
finished the first of October. After re- 
maining vacant a few weeks to dry out, 
the equipment will be installed. 


The 
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Indiana Bell 
new aerial 





J. K. Johnston 


TELEPHONE ENGINEER 
Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
More than 750 companies have been served. 


1038-9 Lemcke Bldg. Indianapolis 








COFFEY SYSTEM 


Exclusive Velesbane Accountants 
CERTIFIED 


Systems Installed 
Audits and Special Services 
CENTRAL ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT 
Consolidated Bidg., Indianapolis 








ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH AND BOGGS 
Certified Public Accountants 


Specialising in Telepho 
and Rate Cases 
901-7 Continental Bank Bidg. 
Indianapelis, Indiana 


me Accounting 
918 











Miscellaneous 

KEWANEE, ILL.—Miss Iva Nuding, in 
behalf of the physicians and surgeons of 
Kewanee, has installed an exchange 
which will give 24-hour service to the 
physicians and surgeons. 

The purpose of this exchange is to lo- 
cate the doctors when they cannot be 
reached at their offices or residences, as 
each physician member keeps Miss Nud- 
ing posted as to his whereabouts. 

Under no circumstances will the ex- 
change recommend a physician, as it 
would be unfair to other physicians who 
are members, the sole purpose of this 
service being to locate the physician, if 
a member of the exchange, who has been 
asked for by the patient. 

Patroka, ILt.—Thomas P. Walker, sec- 
retary and treasurer of the Patoka Tele- 
phone Co., died at the Barnes Hospital, 
St. Louis, Mo., on October 16. 

PEKIN, ILtL.—William F. Green, gen- 
eral manager of the Middle States Tele- 
phone Company sustained leg injuries in 
an automobile accident in South Pekin 
on October 20. Mr. Green and members 
of his party, who had attended the Illi- 
nois Telephone Association convention, 
were en route to Havana for an inspec- 
tion of that exchange. 

RIcHMOND, INp.—Charles D. Slifer, as- 
sistant to the president of the Richmond 
Home Telephone Co. here, dropped dead 
recently at his home at the age of 74. 
He also was in charge of public rela- 
tions of the company. 

Mr. Slifer was actively identified with 
movements of local civic interest. For 
many years he had served as a member 
of the Richmond city planning commis- 
sion and only the day before his death 
had written his resignation, effective 
November 1. He began his active career 
in the communications field as a tele- 
graph operator for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. 

ALBION, Ilowa.—Beginning October 1 
dues to patrons on the Albion Mutual 
Telephone Co. lines will be increased 50 
cents a quarter, boosting the yearly 
rental from $11 to $17, plus tax, on 
party and private lines. 

The new schedule per quarter will be 
as follows: $2.75 and 6 cents tax to 
shareholders on party lines; $3.25 and 7 
cents tax to non-shareholders on party 
lines; $3.75 and 8 cents tax to share- 
holders on private lines, and $4.25 and 
9 cents tax to non-shareholders on pri- 
vate lines. Approximately 125 tele- 
phones are served by the Albion ex- 
change. 

This advance in rates was necessitated 
that repairs might be made on the lines 
and to pay for repairs already made, 
particularly following the severe wind 
storm of July 15. Company funds are 
tied up in the closed Albion Savings 
Bank, depriving the directors of any 
working capital. 

Directors are B. F. Moffatt, G. B. Mc- 
Rill, E. L. Fiscus, C. A. Thornblade and 
George Hall. 

New Lonpon, Iowa—Miss Audrene 
Brown, who has been clerk and chief op- 
erator of the local exchange of the Lowa- 
Illinois Telephone Co., has resigned. 
Miss Virginia McKim was promoted to 
the position. 
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VittiscA, Iowa—E. N. Squier, of 
Shambaugh, Iowa, has taken up his dy. 
ties as manager of the Villisca Farm. 
ers Mutual Telephone Co., succeeding 
John Culver, who has held that position 
for the last four months. 

Mr. Squier and his family were for. 
merly residents of Villisca, during eight 
years of which time he held the position 
in which he is again employed. For the 
last year he has been employed by the 
telephone company at Bedford but re. 
tained his residence at Stambaugh 

WINFIELD, Iowa—C. H. (“Chet”) 
Woods has been appointed new manager 
of the Central West Public Service Co, 
in Winfield, succeeding Andy Mueller. 
Andy in turn, has been promoted to the 
position of cable manager of this dis. 
trict. Mr. Woods has been with the 
company seven years. 

3LUE RaApips, KANs.—Roy Warren, of 
Ada, is the new manager of the local 
exchange of the United Telephone (Co. 
with Mrs. Warren as night operator. 

CLEBURNE, Kans.—George H. Young, 
A. O. Swanson, H. Bergsten and J. 0. 
Hale, have purchased the Cleburne tele- 
phone exchange from the Kansas Tele. 
phone Co. The Kansas company had ap- 
plied for permission to close the ex- 
change and connect subscribers with the 
Irving exchange. 

Roxpury, KaNns.—The telephone ex- 
change here has been sold to the Inter- 
state Public Utilities Co., of Wichita, by 
U. B. MeGuire, the local owner. 

Quincy, Mass.—A _ farewell dinner 
party was given recently in honor of 
John P. Bigelow, who has been an em- 
ploye of the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. for 34 years, by his asso- 
ciates of the Quincy and Dorchester 
offices. The party was held in Ran- 
dolph, with speeches by Master of Cere- 
monies E. J. Desmond, manager of the 
Dorchester business office, and G. A 
Morley, commercial superintendent of 
the Metropolitan district. 

R. M. Atherton, district manager of 
the South Shore area presented Mr. 
Bigelow with a beautiful clock in ap- 
preciation of his service with the com- 
pany. Mrs. Bigelow was the recipient of 
a large bouquet of yellow chrysanthe- 
mums. A song in honor of Mr. Bigelow 
was written and sung by Miss Ethel 
Currier, followed by group singing. 

Entertainment in the form of a style 
show with fashions of the gay nineties 
was presented. 

SPRINGFIELD, MiINN.—Ed Selander, of 
Red Wing, is the new manager of the 
local exchange of the Tri-State Tele 
phone & Telegraph Co. He succeeds M. 
L. Walker, manager of the exchange for 
the past six years, who has been trans- 
ferred to Northfield. 

BRECKENRIDGE, Mo.—William Matthes, 
of Laclede, has purchased the local tele- 
phone system and took charge October 
1. Mr. Matthes has owned the Laclede 
telephone system for years. 

Herman Matthes, son of the owner, 
will be in charge of the system here. 

Mr. Matthes plans to begin at once 
some extensive repairs on the lines, 
poles and other equipment, and will put 
the property in first class condition 
throughout. 

Comstock, Nes.—D. E. McGregor, of 
Gibbon, has purchased the Comstock In- 
dependent Telephone Co. for $2,580, plus 
delinquent taxes in the neighborhood of 
$660. 


(Concluded on page 34) 
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ADDING MACHINES 


Burroughs Adding Machine Company, 
Second Bivd., Detroit, Mich. — Adding, 
Bookkeeping, Calculating, Billing and <Ac- 
counting Machines, Electric Carriage Type- 
writers, Standard Typewriters, Operator 
Correct-Posture Chairs. Burroughs ma- 
chines are in use today in hundreds of 
progressive telephone companies throughout 
the country. 


BATTERIES—DRY CELLS 


Bond Electric Corporation, 257 Cornelison 
Ave., Jersey City, N. J.—Bond Telephone 
Dry Cells, Bond Flashlights and Batteries, 
Industrial Flashlights and Batteries, Bond 
Dry Batteries, Storage Batteries, Voltpruf 
Special Flashlights for linemen, Victor 
Telephone Cells and Bond Formula 1216 
Inhibitor, ideal for keeping the cooling sys— 
tem of trucks and service cars free from 
rust, scale and corrosion. 


National Carbon Company, 30 E. 42nd St., 
New York.—‘“Columbia” Telephone Dry 
Batteries; “‘Eveready”’ Flashlights, Flash- 
light Batteries and Long Life Dry Cells, 
“National Pyramid” brushes, carbon, graph- 
ite and metal graphite for motors, gener- 
ators and rotary converters. “Eveready” 
Prestone anti-freeze; “‘Eveready’’ Rustone 
rust preventive; and “Eveready” Air Cell 
telephone operators’ transmitter batteries. 


Ray-O-Vac Company, Madison, Wis. 
—Ray-O-Vac telephone batteries — longer 


. life and better service proven by tests in 


accordance with U. S. Government stand- 
ards and records of users. Ray-O-Vac 
flashlights and industrial flashlight bat- 
teries are other items showing Ray-O-Vac’s 
outstanding quality. 


BATTERIES—STORAGE 


The Electric Storage Battery Gompany. 
Allegheny Ave. and 19th St., Philadelphia, 
Pa.—Exide Storage Batteries. Branches: 
Boston, New York, Rochester, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Washington, Atlanta, Cincin- 
nati, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Kansas 
City, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Denver, San 
Francisco and Seattle. 


BATTERY CHARGING 
EQUIPMENT 


General Electric Company, Bridgeport, 
Conn.—Tungar battery chargers. G-—-E pole 
line hardware. Cable filling compound. 


CABLE—LEAD ENCASED 


British Insulated Cables, Ltd., Surrey 
House, Embankment, V/. C. 2, Factory: 
Prescot, Lancashire, England.—Telephone 
cable of all sizes and capacities. 


Eugene F. Phillips Electrical Works, Ltd., 
Montreal, Can.—For any type of wire or 
cable used in telephone, telegraph or power 
work get in touch with “Phillips.” Manu- 
facturers of bare and insulated copper 
wires, rubber insulated wires, enameled 
wire, magnet wire, telephone cables, power 
cables, switchboard cables, flexible cords, 
copper rods, etc. 


CABLE RINGS 


National Telephone Supply Company, 5100 
Superior Ave., Cleveland, Ohio.—National 
Cable Rings, National Splicing Sleeves, 
Non-Breakable Messenger Cable Hangers, 
Marlin and Swisher Cable Hangers and 
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Custom Galvanizers. National cable rings 
are practical because they are two-way,— 
they allow the cable to be pulled in either 
direction. National sleeves make secure 
the weakest points in the line. If it’s a 
splice—make it a National. 


CABLE TERMINALS 


Cook Electric Company, 2700 Southport 
Ave., Chicago, Hl.—Protective Pole Cable 
Terminals, Unprotected Pole Cable Termi- 
nals, central office protection, lightning ar- 
resters, sleeves, fuses. 


Reliable Electric Company, 3145 Carroll 
Ave., Chicago, I!l.—A complete line of tele- 
phone and switchboard protectors and spe- 
cialties. All sizes of cable grips. 


CARBON DIAPHRAGMS 


Noris Carbon Company, Inc., 160 5th Ave., 
New York, N. Y.—Carbon dfaphragms, car- 
bon back plates, granular and globular 
carbons, lightning arresters. 


CONDUIT 


Brazil Hollow Brick & Tile Company, 
Brazil, ind.—Makers of Brazil Vitrified Tile. 
Conduit. 


CORDS, CABLE AND WIRE 


Lenz Electric Manufacturing Co., 1751 N. 
Western Ave., Chicago—BEstablished 1904— 
telephone and switchboard cords for all 
makes of equipment, braided and lead- 
covered telephone cable, flame-proof jumper 
wire, interior telephone wire, switchboard 
wire. 


CORDS AND WIRE 


Runzel Cord & Wire Co., 4727-31 Montrose 
Ave., Chicago—Telephone and Switchboard 
Cords, Flame-proof Jumper Wire, Switch- 
board Wire, Interior Telephone Wire. W. 
L. Runzel, President, has devoted over 40 
years to the making of fine telephone cords. 


ELAPSED TIME RECORDERS 


Calculagraph Company, 50 Church St., 
New York, Y.—Calculagraph is the 
world’s standard elapsed time recorder and 
gives you toll records printed with elapsed 
time to the second. Both spring driven and 
electric motor models are available. 


POLES 


B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., Min- 
neapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar poles. 
Pentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 


Alfred E. Cowling, Scotstown, Quebec.— 
Eastern cedar poles, plain or butt treated. 


Michigan Pole & Tie Company, Newberr 
and Grand Rapids, Mich. — “Poles wit 
Character.” Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar. Strategically located yards, 
Minneapolis, Minn., and Reed City (Lower 
Michigan), insure quick deliveries. 
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H. Sigalet & Company, Ltd., Lumby, B. 
c., Canada — estern Red Cedar Poles. 
Plain or Butt treated. 


Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Doswell 
Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished Cedar Poles, 
Plain or Butt Treated. 


SUPPLIES, SWITCHBOARDS 
AND INSTRUMENTS 


Automatic Electric Company, 1033 W. 
Van Buren St., Chicago, Itil.—Public Auto- 
matic Dial Systems, rivate Automatic 
Dial Systems, Telephones, relays, signal- 
ling and control equipment. 


Automatic Electric Company, Ltd., Mil- 
ton Road, Edge Lane, Liverpool, England. 
—Automatic Telephone Equipment. 


Automatic Electric Sales Company, Ltd., 
1027 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, Ilil.—Pub- 
lic Automatic Dial Systems, ivate Auto- 
matic Dial Systems, Manual Telephone 
Equipment, telephones, storage batteries, 
wire, cable, poles, etc. 


Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Company, 
Adams & Aberdeen Sts., Chicago, !Il.—En- 
gineers and designers, manufacturers and 
suppliers of complete equipment for tele- 
phone (pmengee and communication sys- 
tems. Manufacturers of ‘Master-built” 
Common Battery. Magneto and PBX 
Switchboards, ‘‘Masterphone” Telephone 
Instruments, and a complete line of tele- 
hone supplies, including bronze drop and 
faterior wire. 


North Electric Manufacturing Company, 
Galion, Ohio—Machine switching telephone 
systems. Automanual and Automatic. “All- 
Relay” Switching Apparatus (Dialless and 
Dial Control). Unattended Satellite Sys- 
tems. 


Siemens Brothers & Company, Ltd., 
Woolwich, England—Automatic and Man- 
ual Telephone Equipment. 


Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufac- 
turing Company, 100 Carison Road, Roches- 
ter, N. Y. — Telephone apparatus of al) 
kinds, switchboard cords, cable and genera) 
telephone supplies. 


TOOLS 


Crescent Tool Co., Jamestown, N. Y.— 
CRESTOLOY Pliers, Curved Needle Nose 
Pliers, Heavy Diagonal Cutting Pliers, 
Linemen’s Side Cutting Pliers, End Cutting 
Nippers, Crescent Hack Saws. 


TRANSMITTER REPAIRS 


The Telephone Repair Shop, 1760 Lunt 
Ave., Chicago, ill_—Transmitters completely 
rebuilt and arranged for either magneto or 
Cc. B. service. Transmitter fronts and 
backs refinished in black. Transmitter 
buttons cleaned and refilled. Receivers re- 
paired; ringer coils and generator armatures 
rewound. 
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TELEPHONY 


CLASSIFIED SECTION 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. Minimum charge 
$2.00 for 20 words or less. 





REBUILT 


RECONSTRUCTED 


phase, 110-volt type ST ringing ma- 
chine Motor 


driven Calculagraphs, reconditioned, 
refinished and complete with New 


Ribbons @ o* ewe ee 26.5 
Kellogg No. 84 desk set with Kellogg No 


22 Trans. and No. 41 late-type Rec., 
complete with New Cabinet 4-bar 


1000-1600 or 2500 ohm ringer inside 

connection signal set @.... 10.00 
Western Elec No. 20 desk set with 

W. E. Trans. and No. 143 late Rec 

complete with No. 138 3-bar 1000-1600 

or 2500 ohm ringer inside connection 

signal set @ ‘ 9 
Kellogg No 2696 type 4-bar 1000-1600 

or 2500 ohm ringer compacts @ 8.00 
Kellogg No 41 Receivers with Kelite 

Shells and New Cord @ 1 
Western Elec No 143 Receiver with 

New Shell and Cords @ 1 
Kellogg No. 22 Local or Common Bat- 

tery Transmitter heads, less back, but 

with New movthpieces @ 1.05 


Write for Bulletin No. 106. 

ELECTRIC 

Not Ine. 

1940 W. 21st St., Pilsen Station 
Chicago, Il. 





EQUIPMENT 


Holtzer Cabot % H. P., 60-cycle, single 


Speed 1200 r.p.m. @...$10.00 
Model No. 6 Style C Flush type spring- 


EQUIPMENT co. 





FOR SALE 


Selling practically new, late-type, push-in, 
folding-door telephone booths as low as 
$16.00 F.O.B. Chicago, in lots of 6. Single 
booth prices on request. 


W. M. MILLER & SONS 
2553 W. Madison St. Chicago, IIL 











TELEPHONE REPAIR SHOP 
Guaranteed Transmitter Service 


Any quantity, one or one thousand. 
Baked, black, velvet finish, New granu- 
lar carbon Workmanship, adjustments 
and tests made with the latest and most 
improved apparatus. 50c each less backs. 
Full information on request. 


Rogers Park Station, Chicago. 











RE-MANUFACTURED DESK SETS 


In stock while they last re-manufactured 
desk sets with Kellogg stands with new 
receiver shells, ringing equipment installed 
in new oak cabinet; all inside cable wir- 
ing; all metal parts refinished in baked 
black enamel. 

3 bar—1000 ohm ............ 

4 bar—1000 or 1600 ohm. “ 

5 bar—1000 or 1600 ohm 
In lots of five (5) or over deduct fifty 
($0.50) cents each F.O.B. Milwaukee. 


W. N. ALBERTSON & COMPANY, INC. 
3530-34 West Pierce St., Milwaukee, Wis. 




















FOR SALE 


NEW IMPROVED CABLE MaA- 
CHINE. Every machine tested on work- 
ing cable—on shorts—crosses—grounds— 


wet cable—$10.75 postpaid. Regular 
price $15.00 after Nov. 20. Canty Cable 
Machine Co., Hopkins, Mo. 








POSITIONS WANTED 








REPAIR WORK 


Re-enameling 
(two coats baked) 


New felt bases 
Transmitters rebuilt 
Generators 
Coils (rewound) 
Receiver shells polished 
Calculagraphs 


(No parts bought from 
manufacturers) 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE & 
SUPPLY CO. 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 

















POSITION WANTED—By capable 
telephone man with eighteen years’ experi- 
ence, plant and commercial. Can furnish 
satisfactory references. What have you? 
Address 8398, Y TELEPHONY. 





SITUATION WANTED — Commer- 
cial or traffic manager, fifteen years’ ex- 
perience. Can furnish the best of ref- 
erences as to my ability, etc. Address 
8323, care of TELEPHONY. 





COMPETENT Engineer-Manager de- 
sires position with active company. Ex- 
perienced in all branches. Will furnish 
Al reference. Address 8391, care of 
TELEPHONY. 





POSITION WANTED — Experienced 
cable splicer, age 35. Can handle all other 
outside telephone work. 7 yrs. with Bell 
Telephone. References. Address 8390, % 
TELEPHONY. 





WANTED—Connection with some tele- 
phone company. Experienced in all phases, 


prefer equipment but will accept combina- 
tion of duties. 
Hysell St., 


Address G. D. Dennis, 957 
Middleport, Ohio. 
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Mr. McGregor has been in the tele 
phone business for many years and at 
present operates exchanges at Ansley, 
Arcadia, Berwyn, Gibbon and Shelton 
for the Nebraska Central Telephone Co, 

Homer, Nes.—Mrs. Millie Lothrop, 
whose heroism during a flood in 1929 
won her the Theodore N. Vail gold 
medal and $1,000 in cash award for dis. 
tinguished community service, has been 
placed on the eligible pension list of 
the Northwestern Bell Telephone Co., 
having finished 20 years of service. She 
has asked to be allowed to remain at 
her post. 

NortH PLATTE, Nes.—M. R. Yirak, dis- 
trict plant supervisor for the North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. here, has 
been transferred to Omaha. 

Co_umBus, Onto.—“Our Looney Lib- 
erals,” the book recently issued by the 
Stoneman Press of Columbus, of which 
Frank L. McKinney, secretary and treas- 
urer of the Ohio Independent Telephone 
Association is the author, went into the 
second edition on October 22, less than 
four weeks after the date of publication 

LoRAIN, On!Io.—The Lorain Telephone 
Co. has had a net gain or 138 new sub- 
scribers during the nine months’ period 
ending October 1 compared with the 
same period last year, H. E. Hageman, 
treasurer, has announced. 

At the same time, the toll business on 
long distance calls has shown a 20 per 
cent improvement over the first three 
quarters of 1933, Mr. Hageman esti- 
mated. 

The biggest increase in any depart- 
ment was recorded on Postal Telegraph 
messages which total about 35 per cent 
more so far this year than for the cor- 
responding period last year. 

The largest net gain in new telephone 
subscribers was registered during the 
second quarter when more than 100 new 
telephones were installed. 

OTTawa, On1o—John L. Eden, Toledo, 
has been appointed resident manager 
of the Putnam County Telephone Co. 
with headquarters in Ottawa. 

CanBy, OrE.—Miss Lucille Nieland, em- 
ployed at the local exchange of the Can- 
by Co-operative Telephone Association 
for a number of years, has been made 
manager of the local office by the board 
of directors to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Mrs. J. E. Wells, who 
has been manager for more than 12 
years. 

DALLAS, Texas.—The manner in 
which the Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. has been losing thousands of dollars 
through the use of metal slugs used to 
operate its pay telephones was brought 
out recently before Judge William H. 
Atwell in United States District Court, 
Dallas, Texas, in the trial of Robert E. 
Massey, charged with making and pass- 
ing slugs which resemble nickels and 
quarters. 

A. H. Leach, pay station supervisor, 
testified that an average of $1,200 worth 
of slugs had been taken from local pay 
stations in Dallas every month for the 
last year. 

Before the trial was under way. 
United States District Attorney Clyde 
Eastus told reporters that the telephone 
company had lost $85,000 during the last 
year in Texas because of slugs. 

At the time of his arraignment before 
United States Commissioner Lee R. 
Smith several weeks ago, Massey ad- 
mitted making some slugs, but said that 
they were for use in slot machines only. 
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